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THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

New group rushes
Phi Kappa Signma to hold
activities next week,
seeks national charter
Josh Dawsey

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

H e r e’s a m e s s a g e t o
students that want to join
a fraternity but didn’t rush
this week: it’s not too late.
Phi K appa Sig ma, t he
newest fraternity on campus,
will hold its rush activities
next week as it look s to
become the 15th on campus.
The group is currently only
a student interest group, as it
hasn’t yet secured its national
charter.
Nick Stolt ma n, t he
president of Ph i K appa
Sigma, said the fraternity is
looking for quality instead
of quantity in its members.
Unlike many of the larger
f rater n it ie s, Ph i K appa
Sigma only plans to have
30 to 40 members following
this year’s induction.
“We’re just looking for
guys with good character
t hat are w illing to do a
bit of service and that are
passionate about Greek Life,”
Stoltman said. “Finding a
core group is what we’re
trying to do right now.”
The 15 current members,
all pledges from last spring,
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This new
“fraternity
will
bring plenty of
new ideas to
the table.

”

Greek Life Director, Ron
Binder

have laid the foundation for
the group’s planned success,
Stoltman said.
“These are the founding
fathers, and they are the
core of our group,” he said.
“They should be proud of
themselves.”
For new pledges looking to
join, community service will
be key to membership. Phi
Kappa Sigma, a nationwide
fraternity with over
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60 active charters, promotes
community service through
Habitat for Humanity and
other groups, Stoltman said,
and the Columbia chapter
plans to take part as well.
“We’re definitely going
to serve the community
t h rough Habit at for
Humanity,” Stoltman said.
“We’re hopefully going to get
involved with a food kitchen
and ot her organizat ions
around campus as well.”
Stoltman also said the
national chapter supports
the substance-free and nonhazing policies set by the
university.
While the group hopes to
be official soon, the process
for joi n i ng t he Greek
community isn’t easy.
Phi Kappa Sigma
presented its plans last year
to the university, and after
being approved, now must
acquire a charter from the
national organization within
two years. In addition to the
charter, Phi Kappa Sigma
must recruit members and
find housing.
Greek Life Director Ron
Binder said that while the
university would help with
housing, it isn’t necessary to
being a part of Greek Life.
Though housing could be
an issue, Binder said plenty
of students will want to be
involved.
“I’m convinced there are
plenty of people out there
that want to be Greek that
are just not asked,” Binder
said. “This new fraternity
will bring plenty of new ideas
to the table.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The newly initiated members of Phi Kappa Sigma read their membership handbooks
after initiation at a hotel in columbia. The fraternity will rush new members next week.

U.S. News puts Harvard No. 1
University breaks out of previous tie spot
with Princeton for first time in 12 years
Justin Pope
AP Education Writer

Harvard University is the country’s oldest,
wealthiest and most selective university.
Now it’s back on top of the U.S. News &
World Report college rankings, claiming
sole possession of the No. 1 spot for the first
time in 12 years.

Princeton slips to No. 2, ending eight
straight years of at least sharing the top
ranking. The latest edition hits newsstands
Monday, but was to be published Friday on
the magazine’s Web site.
Yale follows at No. 3, and MIT and
Stanford tie for fourth. The University of
California, Berkeley is the highest-ranked
public university, at No. 21 overall. In a
separate list for liberal arts colleges, Amherst
moves up one spot to tie Williams, its
HARVARD ● 5

Sports
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Cocky’s Caravan Kicks Off

Josh Dawsey / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

More than five years of hard work paid off for the Student Government Association
on Thursday night as Cocky’s Caravan, the shuttle bus implemented to improve student
safety, took its first ride around campus.
Students from the association held a ribbon cutting ceremony for the first ride, complete
with a spirited rendition of Carolina’s fight song as the bus pulled up in front of the Russell
House.
Student Body President Andrew Gaeckle was excited about the start of Cocky’s Caravan.
“They started trying to get this off the ground before I came here, and I’ll be a senior this
year,” Gaeckle said. “It’s been a long time coming.”
The bus will start its nightly trek at the Greek Village around 9 p.m. and will conclude
its run around 2:30 a.m. It will make stops at the Vista, The Colonial Life Center, Five
Points, Russell House and various dormitories around campus. Schedules for Cocky’s
Caravan will be posted around campus.

-Compiled Josh Dawsey

Obama keeps VP secret
Democratic candidate
to text announcement
Beth Fouhy and Nedra
Peckler
The Associated Press

EMPORIA, Va. — Barack
Obama said Thursday he’s
chosen his running mate,
but coyly kept all the details
to himself as he campaigned
with one leading contender
and planned a major rally
to present the Democratic
ticket Saturday in Illinois.
Obama ref used to say
whether he’d notified his pick
or when exactly he would
send cell phones buzzing
with the answer delivered
via text message. He seemed
to relish the frustrations of
scores of reporters following
him this week in anticipation
of the announcement.
“Wouldn’t you like to
know?” he said with a grin
when asked by an Associated
Press reporter when the text
would be sent.
“I’ve made the selection,
that’s all you’re gonna get,”
Obama said as he visited a
store selling roasted Virginia
peanuts as nonchalantly as
any other day campaigning
in a battleground state.
Obama planned to appear
with his pick Saturday at
the Old State Capitol in
Springfield, Ill., where he
launched his presidential
campaign in February 2007.
Obama t hen planned to
travel to the battlegrounds of
Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri
a nd Monta na before
arriving in Denver to accept

The Mix
Read about Columbia’s best
kept secret, The Nickelodeon
See page 12

R.J. Sangosti / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sen. Biden is believed a choice as Sen. Obama’s running mate.

h is pa r t y ’s nom i nat ion
Thursday.
One person who had been
vetted for the position told
The Associated Press there
had been no contact from
Obama or his campaign
about the decision.
T he I l l i no i s s e n at o r
was widely thought to be
considering Sens. Joe Biden
of Delaware and Evan Bayh
of Indiana along with Govs.
Ti m K a i ne of V i rg i n ia
and Kathleen Sebelius of
Kansas. None of them gave
anything away — at least not
in words.
Oba m a sp ent pa r t of
the day with Kaine, who
reportedly told a colleague
Wednesday that he believed
he was on the short list.
West Virginia Gov. Joe
Manchin said Kaine told
him alt hough he hadn’t
heard anything from the
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Obama campaign on where
he stands at the time, “he
really thinks he has a chance
at the short straw.”
But Kaine may have had
more information Thursday
after he campaigned with
Obama, including a private
meeting between the two
men and Kaine’s staff for
15 minutes at a Richmond
hotel. Afterward, Kaine said
he would let the Obama
c a m p a i g n s p e a k ab o ut
whether the candidate asked
him to be his No. 2.
If Kaine had good news
when he appeared w it h
Obama at a discussion of the
economy in Chester, Va., he
hid it well. The governor
h a rd l y s p oke a s he s at
slumped and expressionless,
and Obama acknowledged
him only in passing.
A sked later at a news
OBAMA ● 6
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Friday, Aug. 22

Cookout
Caroliniana Library
Caroliniana Gardens Room
3 p.m.

Fraternity Bid Day
Russell House Ballroom BC1 p.m.
Alpha Lambda Delta Meeting
Russell House
Room 315
3:30 p.m.

Sorority Bid Day
Horseshoe
5 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 23
Sorority Recruitment
Greek Village

Sunday, Aug. 24
University Ambsassador Fall Training/

Local
TA LL A H A SSEE , Fla.
— Sen. Barack Obama isn’t
just inspiring black voters
to register in large numbers
as he gets closer to being
the Democratic presidential
nominee. Evidence indicates
that he’s motivating some
black Republicans to switch
parties.
The only three states that
track voting registration by
party and race show black
Republ ic a n reg ist rat ion
dropping slightly since the
beginning of the year.
Florida has 81,512 more
black Democrats compared
t o a l o s s o f 78 4 b l a c k
Republ ic a n s; L ou i s ia n a
h a s 3 4 , 325 m o r e b l a c k
Democrat s, wh ile t he
number of black Republicans
d ropp ed b y 9 07; Nor t h
Carolina has 92,356 more
black Democrats and 2,850
fewer black Republicans.
W h i le t he nu mb er of
black s who have lef t t he
GOP for the Democratic
Party can’t be pinpointed,
it’s not hard to find voters
who have made the switch.
“That’s happening in a
lot of places,” said Ronald
Walters, a Un iversit y of
Maryland political scientist
who tracks racial trends.
In Florida, it’s happening
at a t ime when t he state
Republican Party has made
black voter recruitment a
priority — one that is more
d i f f ic u lt w it h O b a m a’s
success.
The biggest impact could
be in Florida, where polls
show a tight race between
Ob a m a a nd Republ ic a n
Joh n McCain. President
Bush carried the state by
on ly 537 votes i n 20 0 0.
Democrats believe the result
would have been different if
not for problems in largely
black precincts.

Carolina Productions- Ideas & Issues
Meeting
Russell House
Room 348
7 p.m.

National
K NOX V I LLE , Ten n.
— A st udent fatally shot
a 15-yea r- old cla s smate
during a dispute Thursday
at a Knoxville high school,
as other teenagers watched in
horror as the victim clutched
his chest and fell to the floor.
Po l i c e id e nt i f ie d t h e
victim as Ryan McDonald,
a sophomore who lived with
his grandmother and had
alopecia, a condition that left
him bald and the target of
endless teasing as a child.
“He tried to have a tough
exterior, like a shield, to
f it i n,” h is u ncle Roger
McDonald said. “He was a
good kid ... who was dealt
some bad cards in life.”
The shooting happened
s ho r t l y a f t e r 8 a . m . at
the Central High School
cafeteria, Chief Deputy Bill
Roehl said, and the suspected
s ho ot er w a s t a k e n i nt o
custody minutes later on a
nearby street. The suspect
and victim knew each other,
Knox County School System
Superintendent Bill McIntyre
said.
A ut hor it ie s h ad n’t
identified the suspect, who
was to be charged in juvenile
court and represented by the
public defender’s office.
“This wasn’t a shooting
that was a random act,” Roehl
said. “It was an individual
direct ing h is agg ression
toward another individual,
not the school or the students
inside the school.”
The cafeteria was a popular
place to gather before classes
started at 8:30 a.m., students
said. Chad Griffin, 15, and
Josh Matthews, 14, said that
they were sitting about 10
feet away from the victim
and talking when they heard
a sharp noise.
Griffin at first thought
someone had dropped a book
and then looked around.

World
BE I J I NG — Pol ice
descended on a group of
foreign pro-Tibet activists
a nd some d isg r u nt led
business owners from Hong
Kong on Thursday, taking
both groups away minutes
after they displayed protest
signs in central Beijing.
The abr upt end of t he
separate protests — and the
sentencing of six foreigners
to 10 days of detention for
“disrupting public order”
— u nder s cored C h i n a’s
determination to prevent
any disruption during the
Olympics.
T h e g o v e r n m e nt h a s
said it would allow protests
in three areas during the
games, but no application
to hold a demonstration has
been accepted. One of the
Hong Kong protesters on
Thursday, Wang Pei, told
The Associated Press his
group also tried to submit
an application.
“But police put up
many obstacles to make it
difficult,” Wang said from
a police station where the
g roup — f ive men, t wo
women and a teenage girl
— was being held.
The group went to the
Zhong nan hai compou nd
in cent ral Beijing where
Ch i na’s leaders l ive a nd
work and waved a green and
yellow sign that said “Hong
Kong bu si nesses wa nt
justice.” A fter about f ive
minutes, they were taken
away by police.
Wang said he and several
ot hers i n t he g roup had
invested in a business in
Shanghai but were cheated
out of their money and had
not been able to reclaim
it despite winning a court
ruling that awarded them
$150,000 in a settlement.

Josh Dawsey/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC students get back to lifting at the Strom Thurmond Wellness and Fitness Center.

Crime Report
TUESDAY, AUG. 19
Simple Possession of Marijuana, 11:59
p.m.
Bates West, 1405 Whaley St.
The victim called the police when
they noticed a strong odor of marijuana
coming from a room. The offender
ac c e pt e d s ole r e s p o n s ibi l it y a nd
voluntarily surrendered a pipe and a
clear plastic bag containing marijuana.
Reporting officers: T. Freeman, S.
Wilcox
WEDNESDAY, AUG. 20
Simple Possession of Marijuana, 1:55
a.m.
Intersection of Assembly and Ferguson
streets
Officer observed the offender driving

-Associated Press

Back to School 30% off sale
803.376.0066
1211 Lincoln Street
M-sat 11-6 • sun 1-6

without headlights. After pulling over
the vehicle, the offender was observed
with a beer can, a plastic bag of marijuana
and a smoking pipe.
Reporting officers: T. Freeman and
S. Wilcox
Intoxicated Pedestrian in the Roadway,
4:30 a.m.
Intersection of Sumter and Blossom
streets
Officer saw suspect walking back and
forth in the roadway visibly intoxicated.
The suspect was transported to Alvin S.
Glenn Detention Center.
Reporting officer: J. Newsom
-Compiled by Haley Dreis

Map of USC Campus
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‘3 HEBREW BOYS’ FACE NEW
CHARGES
Men accused of stealing
millions through fraud
may get 20 year sentence
Meg Kinnard
The Associated Press

Three South Carolina
men acc used of bilk i ng
investors out of millions of
dollars are facing nearly two
dozen new federal charges,
according to a federal grand
jur y indictment released
Thursday.
Joseph Brunson, Tony
Pough a nd Ti mot hy
McQueen each were
i nd ic t e d o n 12 c o u nt s
of money laundering and
10 counts of transporting
checks obtained by fraud.
T he men w ho c a l le d
themselves the “3 Hebrew
Boys” previously had been
indicted on 35 counts each
of federal mail fraud. They
still face those charges, as
well as state securities fraud
charges.
Each of the new fraud
charges is connected with
checks allegedly sent to
the men at their offices in
Columbia from investors
in locations as far away as
Pontiac, Mich., according to
the indictment. It said the
checks ranged from $5,250
to $63,000 each and totaled
nearly $200,000.
On the money laundering
counts, prosecutors list more
than a dozen items — from
a $180,000 luxury box at a
sports arena to a $4.5 million
private jet — that they say
they men purchased with

Smokers may pay for habit
Jdshf Hfdskjah / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

S.C. legislators consider
raising health insurance cost
for certain state employees
Seanna Adcox
The Associated Press

Mary Ann Chastain / The Associated Press

McQueen holds up a sign for victory outside courthouse.
money from investors.
A Sept. 3 arraignment has
been scheduled on the new
charges, which each carry
a penalty of up to 10 years
in prison and a $250,000
fine. Each of the mail fraud
charges carries the same
monetary fine and up to 20
years in prison.
Prosecutors say the men,
who named their investment
plan the “3 Hebrew Boys”
af ter a Bible t ale about
brothers who kept their faith
in God even as they were
thrown into a fiery furnace
a nd su r v ived, prom ised
daily returns of up to 500

5175 Sunset Blvd., Suite 8
Hope Ferry Center, Lexington, SC
996.LOLA

percent.
A u t h o r it ie s s a id t h e
trio focused on recruiting
investors in churches and at
military bases, adding some
soldiers fighting in Iraq even
sent the men checks as word
of the plan spread.
All told, prosecutors say
the men lured at least 7,000
investors from two dozen
states, taking $80 million
along the way. The three
had told people that the
money would be invested in
foreign currency markets,
but investigators have said
le s s t h a n $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 w a s
act ually invested — and
the rest allegedly spent on
luxury items for the three
defendants.
The men, who are
representing themselves
at t r ial, a nd at tor neys
appointed to act as their
leg a l adv iser s d id not
im mediately ret urn
messages seeking comment
on the new charges.
A c ou r t- ap p o i nt e d
receiver has said he had
collected more than $18
million in assets to return
to investors if the men are
found guilty.
O n M o n d a y, U. S .
Magist rate Joseph
McCrorey ordered
Br u nson to u ndergo a
m e nt a l e v a l u at io n t o
see if he’s competent to
stand trial, at one point
ex pressi ng f r ust rat ion
with Brunson’s repeated
statements that he was not
a defendant and not subject
to U.S. laws.
A l s o M o n d a y, U. S .
District Judge Margaret
Seymour rejected a series
of motions by the three
men, including requests
that the case be dismissed
under the argument that
the U.S. District Court
does not have jurisdiction
over the case.

South Carolina’s governor, comptroller
general and top legislators thought they
voted last week on a proposal to raise
health insurance by $25 per month for
state employees who smoke.
As members of the Budget and Control
Board, they hashed over the plan, debated
the date it would go into effect and passed
it on a 3-2 vote.
But now, the board’s staff has decided
the lawmakers didn’t actually approve a
new price tag for smokers, leaving some of
the state’s most powerful officials — who
usually don’t agree on much — scratching
their heads in unison.
“It’s ex t remely bizarre,” said Scot t
English, chief of staf f for Gov. Mark
Sanford. “These are not guys who typically
see eye to eye, and they’re all of the same
mind.”
At issue is the decision by the budget
oversight board to raise insurance rates
for an estimated 58,600 state employees
and family members who smoke or chew
tobacco, a move that would make South
Ca rol i na t he eight h st ate to cha rge
employees more if they or their spouses
light up. A ll five board members liked
the idea of a monthly $25 surcharge but
disagreed on how quickly to implement
it. They argued over a Jan. 1, 2010, start
date.
There were some other questions with
the plan, such as how employees would
prove they don’t smoke, the penalties for
lying and whether such a fee conformed
with federal law.
Senate Fi na nce Cha i r ma n Hugh
Leatherman took part by phone.
“ I t s e e m s t o m e t h e r e’s a l o t o f
unknowns here,” he chimed in, according
to a recording of the meeting. “I’d like
to see the board to take action to get the
legal staff, to get whomever involved, an
opportunity to work through the things
we’ve heard this morning and the board
to go ahead and implement this Jan. 1,
2010.”
The vote was taken, with the governor
a nd Compt rol ler G enera l R icha rd

OBAMA ● Continued from 1
conference if he was heading
t o Spr i n g f ield , I l l ., o n
Saturday, Kaine said he and
his family were f lying out
Friday night for Denver.
W hen pressed if it was a
nonstop, direct f light to
Denver, he smiled and would
not comment.
Biden had a fam ily
g at h e r i n g at h i s h o m e
Thursday afternoon, with his
wife Jill, niece Missy Owens
and son Beau, Delaware’s
attorney general coming and

Eckstrom opposed because they wanted
the fee in place sooner. Sanford and other
officials spoke to media outlets about the
decision, which got a mixed reaction from
state workers and front-page headlines
around South Carolina.
But when boa rd sec ret a r y Delber t
Singleton transcribed a recording of the
meeting, he decided that when Leatherman
said “go ahead and implement this,” he
didn’t repeat adding the $25 fee, meaning
it was not approved.
Board spokesman Mike Sponhour said
this week that Singleton spoke with staff
of members of the board who agreed with
his assessment, and said that as far as
government staff is concerned, the board
still must vote on how much to charge. He
added that the amount could very well be
$25.
“Board meetings are characterized by
open and free-wheeling discussions. It’s not
uncommon for board meetings, afterward,
to have to go back and clarify what actions
were taken,” Sponhour said.
But four of the elected officials who
comprise the board told The Associated
Press they believed the fee was part of
the vote. Treasurer Converse Chellis is in
Maine at a conference and did not return
a message lef t seek ing comment. H is
spokesman said he initially believed the
vote included the fee, but in a later call to
the AP — after he said he consulted the
recording — the spokesman said it did
not.
Asked this week, Leatherman said his
motion was made with the intent of adding
the fee. Eckstrom and House Ways and
Means Chairman Dan Cooper seemed
surprised there was any confusion at all.
“The agreement was staff was going
to deal with implementation details and
get back to t he board, but t here was
no quest ion on t he whet her to have a
surcharge, and the only number I heard
referred to was $25,” Eckstrom said. “My
intention was the surcharge would be $25,
based on the practice of other states.”
As governor, Sanford is chairman of
the budget board, and his spokesman said
Thursday that “unelected bureaucrats”
shouldn’t be able to alter a vote taken by
the officials.
“The bottom line is, this is a crazy way
for government to run. After an action is
taken, there shouldn’t be questions a week
after the fact on what the action was or
wasn’t,” said spokesman Joel Sawyer.

going past reporters staked
outside. Biden ran errands,
i nclud i ng a v isit to t he
dentist, but didn’t speak to
the media as he came and
went.
Biden is a favorite for the
vice presidential nomination
a mo n g D e mo c r at s w ho
t h i n k Oba ma cou ld u se
his experience and tough
campaign style. Biden has
served 35 years in Congress,
while Obama has ser ved
three.
Sebelius, campaigning for
Obama in Iowa, said being

mentioned as a potential
running mate is something of
“an out-of-body experience.”
“Whoever it is, I am an
enthusiastic supporter,” she
said but added she would
leave the announcement to
the campaign.
It’s possible Obama could
make a surprise selection,
alt hough at least one of
the dark horse candidates
appeared out of the running.
Former Georgia Sen. Sam
Nunn’s spokesman said he
was be traveling out of the
countr y on international
business until Monday, which
makes a visit to Springfield
Saturday seem unlikely.
New polls out this week
show Obama is neck-andneck with GOP rival John
McCain and still has yet to
win over some supporters
of Democratic primary rival
Hillary Rodham Clinton.
The polls sparked f resh
discussion of whether Obama
wou ld m a k e a s u r p r i s e
selection of Clinton as his
running mate.
___
Associated Press writers
Liz Sidoti in Washington;
Bob Lewis in Virginia; Larry
Me s si n a i n C h a rle ston ,
W.Va.; Randall Chase in
G re e nv i l le , D el .; M i k e
Glover in Des Moines, Iowa;
and John Hanna in Topeka,
Kan., contributed to this
report.
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rival just up t he road in
Massachusetts, for the top
spot.
In an e-mailed statement,
Har vard Facult y of A rts
a nd Sciences spokesma n
Robert Mitchell said “it is
always nice to be recognized
in this way. However, our
admissions officers always
tell prospective students that
they should select a college or
university that best suits their
needs, not by its position in a
ranking.”
The ranking formula takes
account of factors such as
SAT scores, peer reputation,
s e l e c t i v it y a n d a l u m n i
giving.
So how did Harvard edge
past its Iv y League rival?
A comparison of last year’s
nu m b e r s p o i nt s t o o ne
categor y where it moved
ahead of Princeton — average
class size. Harvard reports
the percentage of students in
classes under 20 students rose
from 69 percent to 75 percent
since last year’s report, while
the percentage in classes
bigger than 50 fell from 13
percent to 9 percent.
Asked whether Harvard
had made a particular effort
to reduce class sizes, Mitchell
said: “We have worked and
will continue to work very
hard to enhance the academic
experience for undergraduate
students.” Since 2000, he
said, Harvard has added 86
freshman seminars (which
have fewer than 12 students),
and more than 100 tenuretrack faculty, while its student
body size has stayed about
the same.
While U.S. News’ oftencriticized but closely followed
traditional rankings typically
get most of the attention, they
rarely change much from year
to year. So the magazine has
been adding new lists to keep
things interesting.
Debut ing t his year are
rank ings identif ying “Up
and Comers” — innovative
i nst it ut ions t hat col lege
officials identify as poised to
move up in the rankings in
the coming years. Topping
that list are George Mason
Un i ver s it y i n V i rg i n i a ,
Clemson in South Carolina,
the University of Southern
California and Arizona State.
“One of the criticisms of
the rank ings is that they
move very slowly, it takes
a long time for schools to
improve,” said Brian Kelly,
the magazine’s editor. “They
may be doing things today
t h at a re n’t g oi n g t o b e
ref lected for five years in
the rankings. We wanted to
find a way to illuminate some
schools that are doing some
really interesting thing.”
A lso new t his year are
rankings based on a survey
of h igh school g u ida nce
counselors, a group that has
often criticized the magazine’s
mathematical formula.
The sur vey was sent to
counselors at about 1,600
h igh schools, a nd about
one - qu a r t er re s p onded.
Respondents put many of the
same schools at the very top of
the list, with Harvard, MIT,
Princeton and Yale tying for
first in their survey. But a
number of schools do better
in the counselors’ survey than
in the traditional rankings.
For instance, Cornell and
Brown universities were 14th
and 16th, respectively, in the
main rankings but tied for
fifth with the counselors.
The U.S. News rankings
rem a i n t he b e s t-k now n
but have spawned a range
of competitors. The latest
include Forbes.com, which
publ i s he d it s f i r s t- e ver
rankings this month, focusing
on student achievement and
ranking Princeton at the top.
A big theme this year is
the environment. This year’s
college guide from Princeton
Review (not affiliated with
t he u n iver sit y) i nclude s
a new categor y of “green
ratings” for colleges. The
National Wildlife Federation
this week put out a campus
environmental report card
that doesn’t rank campuses but
highlights ones with policies
it considers exemplary.

U.S., Iraq discuss military withdrawal
White House officials
forecast pulling forces
out by December 2011
Qassim Abdul-Zahra
and Robert Burns
The Associated Press

BAGH DA D — I r aq
and the U.S. pushed close
to a deal Thursday setting
a course for A merican
combat troops to pull out
of major Iraqi cities by
next June, with a broader
withdrawal from the long
and costly war by 2011.
Subject to final
approval by the top Iraqi
leadership, the exit date
for U.S. troops would be
December 2011, although
the Americans insist on
l i n k i ng t hat t a rget to
additional securit y and
political progress.
P r e s ide nt Bu s h h a s
long resisted a timetable
for pu l l i ng out , e ven
u nder heav y pre s s u re
from a nation distressed
by American deaths and Secretary of State Condaleeza Rice
discouraged by the length
of t he war t hat bega n
would continue. In Iraq, provincial
in 2003. But that has softened in
elections are supposed to be held
recent weeks.
later this year, followed by national
The timing has major political
balloting in 2009.
importance in both Iraq and the
I n one key part of t he draf t
United States.
agreement, private U.S. contractors
The two contenders to replace
would be subject to Iraqi law, unlike
Bu sh a s com ma nder i n ch ief,
at present, but the American side
Republ ica n Joh n McCa i n a nd
held f irm in its insistence that
Democrat Barack Obama, spar
U.S. troops would remain subject
almost daily over the future course
exclusively to U.S. legal jurisdiction,
of the war.
officials said.
Obama wants all U.S. combat
Immu nit y remains t he main
forces out of Iraq within 16 months
point of contention between the two
of his taking office, saying they
sides in finalizing the agreement.
a re needed more u rgent ly i n
T he I r aqi s a r e
Afghanistan. McCain says recent
reluctant to allow
securit y improvements in Iraq
U. S . m i l i t a r y
show that decisions on the timing
c o nt r ac t or s t o
of f u r t her pu l lout s shou ld be
have f ree rein
determined by circumstances on the
when outside U.S.
ground rather than by prearranged
bases and without
timetables — a position the White
a ny I raqi lega l
House has vigorously held until
aut hor it y over
recently.
them, according
The administration has inched
to a senior U.S.
toward the Iraqi view that setting
official who spoke
at least a target date for withdrawal
on condition of
would make it politically palatable
a nony m it y to
for Iraq’s government to accept a
describe delicate
substantial U.S. troop presence
negotiations.
beyond this year.
There is an
The rationale for the pullout
additional sense
is that Iraqi security forces will
of u rgenc y to
be ready to stand on their own,
complete a deal
although it remains possible that
because the U.N.
some U.S. military training role

The Associated Press

shakes hands with Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki.
Security Council resolution that
sets the legal basis for the U.S.
troop presence in Iraq is due to
expire at the end of this year.
A sked about w it hd rawa l,
Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice, said Thursday in Baghdad,
“We have agreed that some goals,
some aspirational timetables for
how that might unfold are well
worth having in such an agreement.”
Her use of the term “aspirational”
suggested that the timetables would
be linked in some undisclosed way
to the attainment of measurable

progress in the security, political
and perhaps economic fields.
Other U.S. officials said the deal
includes agreement that by June 30,
2009, U.S. combat forces would be
out of Iraq’s cities, set up elsewhere
in the country in what the military
calls an overwatch role — available
to assist Iraqi security forces as
needed, while continuing to train
and advise Iraqi troops.
At a joint news conference, Rice
and Foreign Minister Hoshyar
Zebar i said t he t wo sides had
IRAQ ● 7
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Russia continues work in
Georgia despite cease-ﬁre

Gators brought
inland by Fay

Security Council presses
country to act on word

Tropical storm carries
other dangers, wildlife
to Floridian homes, streets

Mike Eckel
The Associated Press

Brian Skoloff
The Associated Press

The Associated Press

National guardsmen arrive to bring aid to Floridians affected by Tropical Storm Fay’s fury and flooding this week.
MELBOURNE, Fla. — A s if
a fourth straight day of rain from
Tropical Storm Fay wasn’t enough,
weary residents are now dealing with
quintessent ially Floridian fallout:
alligators, snakes and other critters
d r i ven f rom t hei r s w a mp y l a i r s
into f looded streets, backyards and
doorsteps.
National Guardsman Steve Johnson
was wading through hip-deep water
Wednesday night when his flashlight
revealed an alligator drifting through
a neighborhood of f looded mobile
homes.
“I said, ‘The heck is that?’ and there
was an alligator floating by,” Johnson
said. “I took my f lashlight and was
like, ‘You’ve got to be kidding me, a
big old alligator swimming around
here.’”
The erratic and st ubborn storm
has dumped more than 2 feet of rain
along parts of Florida’s low-ly ing
central Atlantic coast this week. The
system continued its slow, wet march
Thursday by curving back from the
ocean to hit the state for a third time.
A lligators live in all 67 Florida
counties, and state officials say they
receive more than 18,000 alligatorrelated complaints each year. But the
f loodwaters heighten the risk of an
encounter with people because the
creatures search for a safe place to
wait out the storm.
“They are trying to fi nd dry land,
someplace to hide,” said officer Lenny

Sa lb erg of t he F lor ida Fish a nd
Wildlife Commission.
The threat of alligators, snakes and
other creatures is one more problem
confronting weary residents as they
clean up their waterlogged homes. At
least two alligators were captured in
residential neighborhoods, and several
others were spotted near homes.
I n C a rl a V iot to’s b ac k y a rd i n
Indialantic, outside of Melbourne,
snakes were swimming around in 4
inches of water.
“It looked just like a junk yard,” she
said.
F lo o d i ng wa s e sp ec ia l ly ac ute
along the Atlantic coast from Port
St. Lucie to Cape Canaveral, with
water reaching depths of 5 feet in
some neighborhoods. Gov. Charlie
Crist visited the area Thursday and
President Bush issued a federal disaster
declaration for the affected parts of
Florida to help with the storm’s costs.
Brevard County officials estimated
bu i ld i ng da mage wou ld cost $12
million, mostly from f looding, and
$2.6 million in damage from beach
erosion.
“This is the worst I’ve absolutely
ever seen it,” said Mike W hite, 57,
who was rescued by t he Nat ional
Guard as water crept up to the door of
his mobile home.
Fay, wh ich was responsible for
at least 20 deaths in the Caribbean
and two in Florida, is just the fourth
storm in recorded history to hit the
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Florida peninsula with tropical storm
intensity three separate times. The
most recent was Hurricane Donna in
1960, according to Daniel Brown, a
specialist at the National Hurricane
Center.
Pol ice sa id a n I nd ia n a tou r i st
drowned after going swimming in
rough waters churned up by the storm
at Neptune Beach. To the south in
Volusia County, authorities reported
a second woman also drowned in Faygenerated waves.
F lo o d i ng wa s a l so p o s s ible i n
Georgia, where the southern half of
the state’s Atlantic coastline was under
a tropical storm warning. Some parts
of Georgia could get up to 6 inches of
rain.
In the town of St. Marys, Mary Neff
watched the rain from the Spencer
House Inn, which she owns with her
husband.
“We’re pulling in our plants and
porch f u r n it u re, mak ing su re we
have our supplies and gas for t he
generator,” said Neff, who had three
couples cancel weekend reservations.
“I still think we all need to stay on
our toes.”
Fay hovered for hours just off the
Florida coast Thursday. At 5 p.m.
EDT, the storm was located just west
of Flagler Beach and was mov ing
west at about 5 mph, according to the
National Hurricane Center. It still
had maximum sustained winds of 60
mph but was forecast to gradually
weaken.
A tropical storm watch was
posted for the Gulf coast of
Florida from the Suwannee
R iver to I nd ia n Pass, i n
case the storm emerges over
water again.
With the rain moving to
the north, the sun began
to d r y out some Flor ida
neighborhoods hit by floods
earlier in t he week. The
mood was considerably
brighter for many residents
who were fi nally able to get
out of their homes.
“I’m ready to get back
to work . T h is is i nsa ne.
It’ll drive you nuts being
stuck like this,” said Barry
Joh nson, 4 4, of Por t St.
Lucie.
___
Associated Press writers
Ron Word in Jacksonville;
Lisa Orkin Emmanuel, Curt
Anderson and David Fischer
in Miami; Bill K aczor in
f r o m Ta l l a h a s s e e ; a n d
Brendan Farrington in St.
Aug ustine contributed to
this report.

GORI, Georgia —Russian
forces lingered deep in
G eorg ia on T hu r sd ay,
d igg i ng t renches a nd
setting up mortars a day
before K remlin officials
promised to complete a
troop withdrawal from this
former Soviet republic.
But a top Russian general
said it could be 10 days
before t he bu l k of t he
troops left, and the mixed
signals from Moscow left
Georgians guessing about
its intentions nearly a week
after a cease-fire deal.
St ra i ns i n relat ions
bet ween Russia and
t h e We s t s h o w e d n o
i m p r o v e m e nt . N AT O,
Moscow’s Cold War foe,
sa id Ru ssia had ha lted
military cooperation with
the alliance, underscoring
the growing division in a
Europe that had seemed
destined for unity after the
Soviet Union collapsed.
Western leaders remained
adamant that Russia remove
its troops and do it quickly.
“The withdrawal needs to
take place, and needs to
take place now,” Gordon
Johndroe, spokesman for
the White House’s National
Security Council, said in
Crawford, Texas.
W h ile ref ugees f rom
the fighting over the South
Ossetia region crammed
Georgian schools and office
buildings, a scattering of
people left in a half-empty
village said they were badly
in need of basics.
“There is no bread, there
is no food, no medicine.
People are dying,” said Nina
Meladze, 45, in the village
of Nadarbazevi, outside the
key crossroads city of Gori.
She said she stayed because
she could not leave elderly
relatives behind while other
villagers fled to the capital,
Tbilisi.
She said the village has
been virtually abandoned
since the war broke out.
“I cannot go on like this
anymore, I cry every day,”
she said.
Russian t roops st ill
controlled nearby Gori,
which straddles Georgia’s
main east-west road, and
the village of Igoeti about
30 miles west of Tbilisi. On
the road between Gori and
Tskhinvali, South Ossetia’s
battered capital, Russian
soldiers built high earthen
berms and strung barbed
wire in at least three spots.
Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev promised earlier
that his forces would pull
back as far as South Ossetia
and a surrounding security

Facebook: Search
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zone by Friday.
Defense Minister Anatoly
Serdyukov reiterated that
late Thursday, saying the
troops would begin pulling
back toward South Ossetia
on Friday morning and be
finished by day’s end.
But the commander of
Russian land forces, Gen.
Vladimir Boldyrev, said it
would take about 10 days
for t roops not involved
in manning the security
zones to complete their
w it hd r aw a l t o R u s s i a ,
moving “in columns in the
established order.”
That suggested Russian
s old ier s c ou ld s t i l l b e
holding territory in Georgia
up to the end of August.
The European Unionsponsored cease-fire says
both Russian and Georgian
troops must move back to
positions they held before
fighting broke out Aug. 7 in
South Ossetia, which has
close ties to Russia. The
agreement says Russian
forces also ca n be i n a
security zone that extends
4.3 miles into Georgia from
South Ossetia.
Russian troops are
also allowed a presence
on Georgian territory in
a security zone along the
border w it h A bk haz ia,
another separatist Georgian
region, under a 1994 U.N.approved agreement that
ended a war there.
Around Georgia’s main
Black Sea port city of Poti
— outside any security zone
— signs seemed to point
to a prolonged presence.
Russian troops excavated
trenches, set up mortars and
blocked a key bridge with
armored personnel carriers
and trucks. Other armored
vehicles and trucks parked
in a nearby forest.
Of f icials in Pot i said
the city had been looted
by the Russians over the
past week. Associated Press
journalists saw Russian
t roops carr y tables and
cha i r s out on a r mored
personnel carriers Thursday
as residents protested. An
AP photographer and TV
crew were briefly detained
by ar med soldiers near
Pot i, who seiz ed t hei r
digital memory cards and
videotapes.
Po t i M a y o r Va n o
Taginadze said Russian
troops were setting up new
roadblocks and “moving
arou nd i n t he cit y a nd
looking and searching in
different places.” Residents
i n Po t i d e m o n s t r a t e d
against t he Russian
pre s e nc e , w av i n g r e dand-white Georgian flags
and banners and shouting
“Ru ssia n occ upa nt s go
home” in English.
Some Russia n t roops
and military vehicles were
on t he move, including
21 tanks an A P reporter
saw heading toward Russia
from inside South Ossetia.
Elsewhere, tanks, armored
person nel ca r r iers a nd
trucks were seen moving in
both directions on the road
from Gori to Tskhinvali.
French Foreign Minister
Bernard Kouchner
hailed the report of tank
movements.
GEORGIA ● 8
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Man accused of raping girls brought back to trial for gun charges
S.C. teens get second
chance for justice
in federal courts
Meg Kinnard
The Associated Press

The Associated Press

Kenneth Hinson protests new charges.

At his 2007 rape trial,
two teenage South Carolina
g i rls de sc r ibed how a
conv icted sex of fender
plucked them from their
bedroom and led them
to a chilly underground
dungeon.
The pair said Kenneth
Glenn Hinson took them
one-by-one to the room
beneath a tool shed, where
he took turns raping them,
then bound them with duct
tape and left them to die.

The st ate’s at tor ney
general personally
prosecuted the case, but
H inson was acquit ted.
Jurors didn’t believe the
girls’ testimony, viewed by
some as shaky at best, and
Hinson said consensual sex
with the girls explained
the DNA found on their
clothes.
Now, nea rly a yea rand-a-half-later, the girls
are getting another shot
at putting Hinson behind
bars for life, something he
says is all part of a political
power play.
The day of his acquittal,
Hinson — who served nine
years in prison for
the 1991 rape of a
12-year-old girl —
was charged with

being a felon in possession
of a f i re a r m . He h ad
been found with a 9 mm
pistol on him at the time
of his arrest and testified
during his rape trial that
he carried a weapon on
him at all times to protect
the drugs he stored in the
bunker.
In November, it took a
jury just five minutes to
find Hinson guilty on that
charge, which carries a
maximum penalty of life
in prison.
On Friday, a federal
judge is to hear testimony
o v e r w h a t H i n s o n ’s
sentence shou ld be —

including statements from
the girls who accused him
of rape.
“Hinson’s victims will
be present at his sentencing
hearing and will testif y
as to their many years of
abuse,” prosecutor Rose
Mary Parham wrote in a
motion filed Wednesday,
asking a federal judge to
consider the maximum
sentence.
“The G over n ment
respect f ully requests
that this Court
sentence Hinson to life
impr ison ment because
no less term adequately
punishes Hinson for the

instant offense and protects
the public, including his
past v ict ims, f rom h is
malicious wrath,” Parham
concluded.
Even though Hinson
was acquitted of the rape
charges in state court,
federal prosecutors say they
can use testimony from
his accusers because he’s
never been tried on those
charges in federal courts
— something Hinson’s
attorney also addressed in
a letter to his client.
“ Un for t u n ately, t he
Assistant U.S. Attorney
has changed her mind and
RAPE ● 9

SC Football Vault Signing with author Elizabeth West
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accepted the draft
agreement and would await
a review by Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki and other
top Iraqi leaders — some of
whom oppose some parts
of the deal — as well as the
Iraqi parliament. The next
step is consideration by alMaliki and his executive
council Friday.
Rice’s visit was meant to
push al-Maliki so he would
take the draft agreement
to Iraqis for approval, U.S.
officials said.
In the Sadr City section
of eastern Baghdad, more
than 500 followers of the
anti-American Shiite cleric
Muqtada al-Sadr held a
rally Thursday evening
to denounce the Rice visit
and the proposed security
arrangement. Marchers
carried flags and al-Sadr’s
picture, chanting, “No to
the agreement.”
Saleh al-Mutlaq, leader
of the second-largest Sunni
f ac t ion i n p a rl i a me nt ,
issued a statement saying
the Americans should not
depend on any agreement
sig ned w it h t he Shiitedominated government. He
called on the government
to put t he deal to a
popular referendum rather
than simply submit it to
parliament.
U. S . of f ic ia l s i n
Washington, speaking on
condit ion of anony mit y
because the deal is not final,
said Bush administration
acceptance of the
arrangements was not in
doubt unless Iraqi leaders
insisted on changes. The
administration has pledged
to inform Congress but not
submit the agreement for
formal approval.
Associated Press
reporters Matthew Lee and
Robert Reid contributed to

September 13, 11:00-2:00pm Addams University Bookstore
September 20, 1:00pm, Walmart on Harbison
September 28, 2:00-4:00pm Richland Mall Barnes & Noble
December 13, 2:00-4:00pm RIchland Mall Barnes & Noble
SOUTH CAROLINA GAMECOCKS HISTORY DETAILED IN FOOTBALL VAULT™ BOOK
Few schools in the country have such a devoted fan base as the University of
South Carolina, and no other book captures the history of their beloved Gamecocks like the University of South Carolina Football Vault™: The History of the
Gamecocks. As much a scrapbook as it is a history book, opening the vault is like
getting a guided tour through your own personal South Carolina football museum.
Author Elizabeth Cassidy West cut her teeth on Gamecocks football from an early
age by attending games with her father, Joel Cassidy. West, the University of South
Carolina archivist, mixes great game coverage with behind-the-scenes anecdotes
and personal stories to present a view of South Carolina football that you won’t
find anywhere else.
The book combines fascinating tales of Gamecock legends — Billy Laval, Rex
Enright, Paul Dietzel, Jim Carlen, Lou Holtz, Joe Morrison, Steve Wadiak, “Deacon”
Dan Reeves, Bobby Bryant, Alex Hawkins, Jeff Grantz, George Rogers, Sterling
Sharpe and more — with never-before-published historic photographs and
replicas
of unique
p
q memorabilia tucked inside the ppages.
g
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Poll measures candidate criteria
Southern voters don’t
care where VP choice
hails from, survey says
Seanna Adcox
The Associated Press

W hile most Southern
voters say a presidential
c a n d i d a t e ’s c h o i c e o f
running mate is important,
they don’t care one iota if
the pick is from the South,
according to a Winthrop
Un iver sit y/ E T V p ol l
released Thursday that gives
John McCain a substantial
lead in the region.
“This is putting the last
nail in the coffin of regional
t icket ba la nc i ng,” sa id
Scott Huffmon, a political
s c ie nt i s t at W i nt h r o p
and the poll’s author. “A
hundred years ago, the idea
of balancing a presidential
ticket with somebody from
another region was relevant

The Associated Press

According to a survey, voters care less about regionalism than they do the issues.

strongly with their area of
the country, Huffmon said.
“Still, they don’t care
whether the person is from
the region, so I say we can
put that to bed,” he said.
However, a v ice
presidential candidate can
still help a nominee win a
particular state. That’s why
Virginia Gov. Tim Kaine,
for e x a mple , i s w idel y
believed to be on Democrat
Barack Obama’s short list
of possible vice presidential
contenders, Huffmon said.
The Winthrop/ETV poll
was conducted by phone
Aug. 1-17 and included
1,088 registered voters
in A labama, A rkansas,
Florida, Georgia,
Louisiana, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South
519 Meeting St.
C a rol i n a , Ten ne s s ee ,
(just Across Gervais St. Bridge
next to ‘Subway’)
Texas and Virginia who
said they’re very likely
Tan for one Month to vote in November. Its
margin of error is plus
or minus 3 percentage
points.
Gamecock Fans!
Of t hose pol led, 51
Tan until 2009 percent sa id t hey a re
Win 2 tickets to
USC’s Home Football
more likely to vote for
Republ ica n McCa i n,
Game Against LSU!
compared with 35 percent
(One Entry For Each Purchase)
for Obama.
W h i le m o s t v o t e r s
All Lotions ca l led it somewhat or
ver y impor t a nt t hat a
president have military
experience, 28 percent said
it’s not at all important.
and important, but we’ve
really been moving away
from that for quite awhile.”
Just over 87 percent of
likely voters in 11 Southern
states told pollsters it made
no difference whether a vice
presidential candidate is
from the South. However,
nearly 71 percent said the
No. 2 person on the ticket
w i l l be a somewhat or
extremely important factor
in whom they vote for in
November.
A s reg iona l ism goes,
Southerners identify most

Tropical Tan

$31.50

$99

15% Off

803-708-4880

Among important qualities
for a candidate, honest y
was top in voters’ minds,
at 26 percent, followed by
experience, at 21 percent,
and “exhibits values similar
to yours,” at 20 percent.
The economy was the
issue most on voters’ minds,
with 36 percent putting it
at the top in an open-ended
question. That’s compared
with 12 percent who said
Iraq and 6 percent who said
the price of gas.
Asked whether McCain
or Obama has a clear plan
for solving the country’s
p r o b l e m s , 33 p e r c e n t
responded “neither,” though
t h at wa s n’t a n opt ion ,
Huffmon said.
Asked who would do a
better job on the issues,
Sout her n voters gave
McCain a double-digit lead
over Obama on tackling
energy, the “situation in
Iraq,” taxes, terrorism, and
illegal immigration — an
issue that plagued McCain
during the primaries due to
his push for last year’s failed
immigration reform bill.
Voters rated McCa i n
and Obama about the same
on health care, who better
“understands the problems
A mericans face in their
daily lives,” and who “cares
about the needs of people
like you,” though McCain
takes a clear edge on all
three among workingclass whites.
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“We are wait ing ... for
t he Ru s sia n s to re sp ec t
their word,” Kouchner told
repor ter s i n Pa r is. “ We
waited t wice with dashed
hopes. This time, it appears
t hat t here is at least t he
beginning of a fulfillment.”
Outside the South Ossetian
capital, Tskhinvali, several
et hnic Georgian v illages
were burning Thursday —
many days af ter f ight ing
ended — and bore evidence
of destruction from looting.
Some Ossetians said they
were not prepared to live
alongside ethnic Georgians
anymore.
“It’s not they, it’s we who
will erase them from the face
of Earth,” said Alan Didurov,
46.
Renow ned conductor
Va ler y G erg ie v, w ho i s
Osset ia n, led a requ iem
concert for t he dead
Thursday night in Tskhinvali
— part of an effort to win
international sympathy for
Russia’s argument that its
invasion was just if ied by
Georgia’s attempt to regain
control of South Ossetia by
force.
“We wa nt ever yone to
k now the truth about the
terrible events in Tskhinvali
... with the hope that such a
thing will never again happen
on our land,” Gergiev said

before the concert, held in
front of the badly damaged
South Ossetian legislature
before a crowd f lanked by
t wo a r mored p er s on nel
carriers.
In a move sure to heighten
tensions, a U.S. Navy guided
missile destroyer loaded with
humanitarian supplies headed
toward Georg ia t hrough
Turkey’s st raits bet ween
the Mediterranean and the
Black Sea. It was the first of
three U.S. warships carrying
blankets, hygiene kits and
baby food to Georgia.
Paul Farley, a spokesman at
the U.S. naval base in Crete,
said all three would reach
Georgia “within the next
week.” He did not give their
exact destination.
The United States has
carried out 20 aid fl ights to
Georgia since Aug. 19. The
U. N. e st i m ate s 158,0 0 0
people have f led t hei r
homes.
“We ant icipate stay ing
as long as t here is need
and helping to set up the
economy, because it’s very
important that the economy
begins to take on its normal
a s p e c t s . But it dep end s
on our abilit y to do f ull
a s se s sment s t h roughout
Georgia,” Henrietta Fore,
the administrator of the U.S.
Agency for Internat ional
Development, told reporters
Thursday in Washington.

The Associated Press

U.S. launches 20 flights to bring aid to Georgian refugees.
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Officials: Threat sent to McCain office
Envelope containing
letter, white powder
found at Colorado
campaign center
Mary Hudetz
The Associated Press

CENTENNIAL, Colo. — A
threatening letter containing
an unidentified white powder
was sent to a John McCain
campaign office in his south
Denver subu rb Thu rsday,
authorities said. No injuries
were immediately reported.
A second letter sent to a
McCain campaign office in
New Hampshire initially was
reported to contain threatening
language and white powder.
Authorities said that it was a
false alarm and there was no
powder in that envelope.
At least 19 people were
ex a m i ned at hospit a ls or
were quara nt i ned out side
t he Colorado of f ice while
authorities tried to determine
whet her t he p owder wa s
hazardous.
Andy Lyon of Parker South
Metro Fire Rescue Authority
said the return address on the
envelope listed the Arapahoe
Detent ion Center and t he
name of an inmate. He didn’t
release the name.
Lyon said the first line of
the letter used threatening
language. He refused to give
any details.
Malcolm Wiley, a Secret
Ser v ice spokesman in
Colorado, said there was no
powder in the New Hampshire
envelope. He said he did not
know about the content of the
letter, which had a Denver
return address. That alarmed
staffers in Manchester, who
had heard about the Colorado
incident.
Jim Barnett, McCain’s New

England campaign manager,
said it’s unusual for the New
Hampshire office to get a
letter from Denver.
“That was really the only
suspicious thing about the
let ter, and our nat ional
headquarters advised, out
of an abundance of caution
for our staff and volunteers,
that we have the authorities
check it out,” he said. “We
did and it was deemed safe.”
A government of f icial
familiar with the
investigation said the New
Hampsh ire let ter was a
false alarm. The official
said authorities believe the
Denver letter was a hoax
because it appeared to have
been sent from a jail.
Both the New Hampshire
and Colorado offices were
evacuated.
Lyon said about 40 people
were evacuated from the
Colorado building, but he
did not k now how many
people had been in McCain’s
office.
Seven people d rove
themselves to Sk y Ridge
Medical Center, but none
showed any symptoms of
exposure to a toxic substance,
hospital spokeswoman Linda
Watson said.
Tw e l v e p e o p l e w e r e
quarant ined outside t he
Colorado office, including
three police officers and two
firefighters, Lyon said.
“There were maybe a
couple of grains of something
inside an envelope and they
had to kind of work to get a
sample,” he said.
Associated Press writers
P. Solomon Banda, Judith
Kohler and Colleen
Slevin in Denver, Eileen
Sullivan and Liz Sidoti in
Wa sh i ng ton a nd Hol ly
Ramer in Manchester, N.H.,
contributed to this report.

The Associated Press

After discovering a threatening letter, McCain officials took
precautions by quarantining 12 people and securing the area.

RAPE ● Continued from 7
decided to try and increase
your sentence based on
the allegations made by
the girls,” assistant federal
public defender Michael
Meetze wrote in the letter,
dated June 5, 2008, and
filed this week with the
court by Hinson. “There
is no rule against this, so
we’ll just have to deal with
it.”
But to Hinson, who is
also seeking to have Meetze
removed as his attorney,
t heir test imony wou ld
represent a miscarriage of
justice.
“They are t r y i ng to
punish me for a trial that
I was found not guilty by
a t welve member jur y,”
Hinson wrote in a letter,
filed Tuesday in federal
court. “I feel that I am not
getting justice.”
T he case at t rac ted
national attention when
South Carolina Attorney
General Henry McMaster
said during the manhunt
t hat Hinson could
have been indef in itely
c o m m it t e d t o a s t at e
p r og r a m f or s e x u a l l y
v iolent predators af ter
ser v i ng h i s n i ne -yea r
sentence. But a judge had
disagreed and set Hinson
free.
“ I f a n y o ne h a s a n y
doubt after reading this
motion that McMaster has
a controling (sic) hand in
this trial all one has to do
is look at June 5 document
enclosed to see that they
are trying to punish me for
a trial that I was found not
guilty by a twelve member
j u r y,” H i n s o n w r o t e .
“How can McMaster be
involved in my state trial
and federal trial when he
had proof from the start
that I was inocent (sic) yet
still went forward with a
very expensive trial for his
own political gain.”
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Dishonesty
unacceptable
at respected
institutions
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Lenient stance toward lying,
cheating undermines serious
academic study, commitment
For the fourth straight
year of fi rst days, I signed a
policy regarding academic
d i s h o n e s t y. I t w a s m y
f ou r t h s t r a i g ht y e a r of
disappointment — I find it
sad that college
students need
to sign a paper
wit h a list
of imposing
p u n i s h m e nt s
to prevent
cheating.
JOSHUA
If you cheat,
RABON
you should be
First-year
thrown out of
graduate
school. Period.
student
At every
ser iou s job I
have had, lying to my boss
or just “borrowing” some
documents from a colleague
would result in me being
f i re d. S o why do e s ou r
university seem to offer a slap
on the wrist when it comes to
lying, cheating and stealing?
O u r ho nor c o de l i s t s
seven possible sanctions for
dishonesty, including some
par t ic u larly pa i nf u l a nd
grueling punishments such
as a warning letter, a research
project or probation. You
could even get a combination
of them!
Offenders who are
simply lacking in education
concerning academic
d ishonest y ca n at tend a
workshop. The four-week
course may be offered twice
per semester. It is possible that
students capable of getting
in to USC don’t understand
lying and cheating is wrong.
Hopef u l ly t h is cou rse
addresses their confusion.
T here a re plent y of
students who weren’t accepted
to this school who would
love to be here. Allowing a
student who cheats to take
up a seat is ridiculous, and
doing so doesn’t do anyone
any favors; allowing a student
to coast by doesn’t prepare
them for life in a tough work
environment.
It’s not as t hough t his
is a novel concept — the
Un i v e r s it y o f V i r g i n i a
follows an honor system that
is administered by students
and taken very seriously.
In a 2002 survey (the most
recent), 10 percent of UVA
students had a “somewhat
negative” feeling towards the
honor system and only 2.7
percent had a “very negative”
opinion. While I probably
won’t leave my wallet lying
around Charlottesville, Va.
a ny t ime soon, it wou ld
certainly be nice to know
there is some accountability
f or l y i ng, c he at i n g a nd
stealing.
There are students who
w o r k h a r d t o m a i nt a i n
i nt e g r it y at US C — a s
well as many professors. I
appreciate the work of the
Carolina Judicial Council,
and wish their authority over
disciplinary matters would
be expanded. At UVA, honor
trials go directly to students,
and by a student vote in 1990,
an accused student has the
option between a randomly
selected student jury and a
honor committee jury.
While I definitely don’t
want our football team to
replicate anything at Virginia,
and can hardly stand to admit
they have anything worth
emulat ing, modeling our
honor system after their’s
doesn’t strike me as a terrible
idea.

Managing Editor

CALLI BURNETT
Assistant Copy Desk Chief

PAUL BOWERS
Sports Editor
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MICHAEL AGUILAR

The Mix Editor
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COLIN JONES
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Photography Editor
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IN OUR OPINION
YOU MUST BE THIS TALL TO RIDE THE NEWSROOM

Georgia,Georgia on my mind
Iraq war costs limit U.S.
ability to defend would-be
NATO member adequately

Barack Obama and I have
f ive things in common:
gender, country of birth,
religion, the fact that we
have once
p l a y e d
basketball
and our
position on
the invasion
of I r aq i n
20 03: we
MICHAEL
were b ot h
BAUMANN
ag a i nst it
Fourth-year
and neither
print
of us was in
jounralism
a pl ac e t o
student
vote on it at
the time.
But that doesn’t matter
now; the fact of the matter
is that five years later, the
C ong re s s ion a l Budg et
Office estimates that the
cost of the war will be in the
trillions of dollars. More
importantly, more than
4,000 coalition soldiers have
lost their lives, including
five Georgians.
Why should we care if
Georgians have lost their
lives in Iraq? A fter all,
these are guys with names
like Vladimir from Tbilisi,
not guys with names like

Jake from Atlanta. The
reason is that after they
put themselves in harm’s
way for American interests,
Russian tanks have been
rolling through the streets
in Georgia, and the United
St at e s , b e c au s e of it s
expenditures in terms of
lives, money and material
in Iraq, is in no position to
return the favor.
For a time, the cordial
relationship that President
Bush and former Russian
President Vladimir Putin
shared seemed to signal a sea
change in Russo-American
relations. This past month,
Russia, in its eagerness
to reestablish itself as a
regional superpower, has
t h r ow n t h at g o o d w i l l
away by invading Georgia
a nd br i ng i ng t he most
democrat ic a nd proWestern government in the
region to its knees.
Does this constitute a
direct threat to American
nat iona l sec u r it y? Not
really, but it’s troubling from
a perspective of precedent.
If Russia is going to bully
the Caucasus nations, what
are they going to do about
Ukraine, which has spent
the past five years following
G eorg ia’s le ad f rom a
political standpoint?

Make no mistake, Russia
has had a long-standing
beef with Georgia over the
breakaway regions of South
Ossetia and Abkhazia in
which there is no clear-cut
good guy, and President
Dmitri Medvedev hasn’t
gassed any Kurds, but an
emboldened and militarized
Russian state is every inch
as dangerous to democracy
now as a sanctioned and
inward-looking Iraqi state
was in 2003.
N AT O h a s s a i d i n
t he p a s t t h at G eorg ia
w ill become a member
somet ime soon. Th i n k
about what m ight have
happened if Georgia were
a member of NATO — if
Russia — were to invade.
The United States would
be obligated by treaty to
come to Georgia’s aid, and
even with the recent gains
made in Iraq, the U.S. is in
no position to do so.
Regardless of how you
feel about the invasion and
occupation of Iraq, one
thing is for certain: with
so much invested there,
the U.S. is ill-equipped to
deal with another, arguably
more da ngerous foe i n
Europe.
And that is a frightening
thought indeed.

Russian author leaves void in art

Obama too ‘ hip’ with
Veep announcement
Texting isn’t just for teens anymore — Barack Obama is
keeping mum about his running mate until sending out a
mass announcement to his supporters.
By breaking with the traditional press conference,
Obama has secured hours upon hours of speculation and
suspense — just what the doctored ordered following a
Wall Street Journal/NBC poll that found his lead over
McCain slipping.
As far as playing the political game goes, this is a
sol id move for Oba ma.
Republicans and Democrats
alike are eagerly await ing
t h i s a n nou nc e me nt , b ut
Obama treads a dangerous
line between cool and flippant
by using texts and e-mails to
convey such an important
message. While grabbing the spotlight is key in today’s
fast-paced political environment, this is a presidential
election, not an episode of The OC.
Obama’s great edge comes with young voters; even in
his defeat of fellow Democrat Hillary Clinton, Obama
maintained a strong connection with America’s youth.
While he has promised to bring change to Washington
and avoid political games, he shouldn’t try so hard to
be “young and hip” that he gets away from his promise
to speak directly to his supporters. If he knows who his
choice will be, why can’t he go ahead and just say so?
Text messaging, however mainstream it has become,
still remains a very casual communication method. No
one would text a potential employer or professor. It’s great
to see Obama is willing to try new things and go the extra
mile to reach out to voters, but in this case it may be better
to take a more dignified and straightforward route.

He shouldn’t try so
hard to be ‘young
and hip’ that he gets
away from being
straightforward

CORRECTIONS

Writer’s death leaves world
waiting for next artist to
bring crises of today home
The literary world lost a
fearless master this summer,
an irrepressible artist who
wou ld not
pause his
p e n i n t he
face of stateenforced
b r u t a l i t y.
W h e n
89-year-old
PAUL BOWERS A l e k s a n d r
First-year
Solzhenitsyn
print
s uc c u mb ed
jounralism
to a hear t
student
ailment, he
lef t to us
an inspired
c a non a nd a leg ac y of
defiance. Today’s artistic
com mu n it y awa it s t he
leadership of his heirs.
Born in the early years
of the Russian Revolution,
Solzhenitsyn served during
World War II in the Soviet
armed forces. But when
secret police seized and
sentenced him for writing
a less than flattering letter
about Stalin, his allegiances
quickly shifted.
He spent 8 years in the
Gulag — a grueling labor
camp system — where he
gathered fodder for his first
anti-totalitarian salvo, “One
Day in the Life of Ivan
Denisovich.” It was this
short and piercing novel,

published in 1962 near the
peak of Cold War tensions,
which brought scrutiny of
his home nation’s penal
s y s t e m i n t o We s t e r n
dialogue.
He would later be exiled
from his homeland for his
writing.
Solzhenitsy n was
cer t a i n ly not a lone i n
his stand, as many other
writers behind the Iron
Curtain would earn similar
consternation. But he stands
apart as a genius of his
era, carrying on the stoic
literary tradition of Tolstoy
and Dostoyevsky.
“He was our savior, the
savior of our morals, our
dignity, our consciousness,”
said Maxim Shostakovich,
t he son of a Sov iet-era
composer, in an Aug. 6
Associated Press article.
His first great work serves
today as more than a tell-all
piece of historical fiction;
it is an opus of technical
brilliance and an uplifting
testament to undying hope.
And his death is more than
a tragic loss; it is a call to
artists everywhere: Who
will take his place?
Every generation needs
its own voices calling in the
wilderness, its incorrigible
thinkers who create great
works with eye-opening
clarit y. Harriet Beecher
Stowe helped spark t he
abol it ion ist movement
with “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.”

Picasso il lu st rated t he
atrocities of the Spanish
Civil War with his mural
“Guernica.” In the early
‘80s, U2’s “Sunday Bloody
Su nd ay ” sh a med I r i sh
infighters for dragging out
the violent Troubles era.
Newspapers and news
st at ions ca n repor t on
injustice until they run out
of ink and film, but people
are rarely spurred to action
until an artist makes the
sit uat ion real to t hem.
One of an artist’s great
responsibilities is to take an
abstracted experience and
make it more deeply known
by the masses.
Today, we need an artist
of Solzhenitsyn’s caliber to
document the horrors of
the Laogai, China’s laborprison system. We need a
bold Nigerian to tell the
sordid tales of his nation’s
Muslim-Christian violence.
In the States, it will take a
seminal work to illuminate
the inner city’s ongoing
cycle of injustice.
The death of Aleksandr
Solzhenitsyn should grip
and shake today’s artists.
To art majors and other
creat ive laborers: You r
work matters. Master the
techniques of your trade,
and never allow anyone to
repress your voice. Seek
the truth in all things, and
strive to convey it with
grace.

If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com
or send letters to the editor at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
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Highly anticipated summer
flick brings out best of actors,
signature comedic style
Jim Gilmore
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“ T r o p i c
T h u n d e r ”
★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
I n a decade when ever y
summer movie season features
a n o v e r d o s e of f i l m s w he r e
t hings go boom, Ben St iller’s
go -for-broke, over-t he-top
action comedy “Tropic Thunder”
exposes, through cleverly written
satire, the repetitive excesses of
big-budget blockbusters while
simultaneously examining the
o v e r w r o u g ht p r e t e n s io n s of
Hollywood actors, directors and
producers.
When DVD features and indepth Internet buzz afford casual
viewers a deeper glimpse behind
“Hollywood magic” than at any
other time in fi lm history, a satire
with the magnitude and depth of
“Tropic Thunder” has a precise
ring of vitality.
The f ilm stars St iller, Jack
Black and Robert Downey Jr. as
actors determined to make the
next great Vietnam War movie.
As the fi lm balloons over budget,
however, the amateur director
(Steve Coogan) takes the advice
of a deranged Vietnam vet (Nick
Nolte) and drops the boys in the
jungle, hoping to shoot the fi lm
“guerilla style.” When the cast

accidentally stumbles across a
drug cartel, they begin to become
their roles.
Stiller and Black utilize their
t y pic a l b r a nd of out l a nd i s h
comedy to great effect throughout.
Robert Downey Jr. is brilliant as
Australian method actor K irk
Lazarus, a man so devoted to the
role of African-American platoon
captain Lincoln Osiris that he
undergoes a skin pigmentation
procedu re to darken h is sk i n
and refuses to break character
even when the cameras are not
rolling.
Satirizing the extreme lengths
actors such as Robert De Niro
and Daniel Day-Lewis have gone
to slip into character, Downey Jr.
builds his double performance out
of an amalgamation of exaggerated
African-A merican stereotypes.
The blatant exaggeration keeps
t he role f rom teeter i ng i nto
racism while letting Downey Jr.
use his virtuoso acting abilit y
to undermine Lazarus’s acting
style.
Tom Cruise, hiding behind a
disgusting palette of prosthetics,
ma kes a n ex tended ca meo as
obscenity-laced studio executive
Les Grossman. Cruise seems to
exemplify not only the archetypal
Hollywood producer but also his
own pretentious ego, synthesizing
t hem into a commanding and
hilarious performance.
“Tropic Thu nder” manages
to be f u l l of idea s a nd is a n
occasionally brilliant dissection of
how far Hollywood will go in the
name of art and box office tickets.

Courtesy of MTC Campus

Ben Stiller, center, and Robert Downey Jr., right, star as actors in the comedy summer hit, “Tropic Thunder.”
It calls into question the ver y
reality of fi lm and how modern
actor divas become defined by
their performances.
T he tea m send s up ac t ion
f ilms — particularly the k ind
of br utal, emot ional war epic
most epitomized by “Platoon”
or “Saving Private Ryan” with
a sickening smirk and a touch
of silliness that recalls Stiller’s
“Zoolander.”

FIVE BACK-TO-SCHOOL
GADGET MUST HAVES
Space saving shelves, hooks make cramped dorms more comfortable
Katie Parham

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Getting back into the swing of things at school can be a stressful time. Finding the perfect
balance between academics and an active lifestyle makes it all the more important to have a
functional, organized space to come home to, as well as useful items for a life on the go.
Having scoured the landscapes of interior decorating, office supply stores and all that is
Target, I’ve come up with nine items that are sure to make whatever lifestyle you lead just a
little more efficient and comfortable.

1.

Itso storage
containers — Target,

pieces vary in prices starting
at $7.99
These plastic storage bins,
which come in a myriad of
shapes, sizes and colors, are
all designed to be compatible
with one another and adapt
to any space you need to fill.
Great for building your own
system of organization, they
could enhance your inner
designer and have the unique
potential to be the perfect
solut ion to you r specif ic
storage needs — ideal for
oddly shaped dorm rooms
a nd c r a mp e d ap a r t ment
living where all space must
be maximized.

3.

Though imperfect and often
h it-a nd-m iss, t he sat ire bites
hard and the film takes delight
in tossing out one over-the-top,
raunchy gag after another. By
m i x ing low-level hu mor w it h
t houghtf ul sat ire, St iller may
o c c a s ion a l l y m i s s h i s m a rk ,
but the film almost feels more
inventive because of it.
“ Tr o p i c T h u n d e r ” i s
contentedly all over the map, as

Command adhesive hooks
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Courtesy of TheContainerStore.com

Mini-mantle bedpost shelves like the one shown here are
available at The Container Store for those who bunk on top.

Store, $14.99
In t iny liv ing quarters,
taking advantage of all the
space you’re given is essential.
In a room with limited floor
space, or as the roommate
st uck on t he top bu nk, a
bedside table may not be a
physical possibilit y, but a
small shelf such as this one
from The Container Store
is an excellent alternative.
Clipping onto the post of
almost any bed, this shelf
is ideal for holding a book,
an alarm clock or a small
reading lamp.

Reusable Dryer Balls

— Bed,
Bath & Beyond, $9.99
Dryer Balls (originally an infomercial product that has
now crept into larger chain stores nation-wide) take the
place of dryer sheets and fabric softeners. The soft tips
massage fabrics producing softer, fluffier clothes without
chemicals, and reduce lines and wrinkles. They are also
energy efficient, lifting and separating laundry allowing
better airflow throughout drying time and can last for years
at a time, saving the money you would have used replacing
sheets or softeners.

Itso shelves save space with a variety of arrangement options.

2.

C omments on this stor y? E -mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

— Target, pieces vary in price
starting at $1.99
There’s almost too much
to say about how ha nd y
these hooks seem to be. The
possibilities stretch only as
far as your imagination can
think of ways to use them.
I ’ve seen t hem u sed for
hanging towels and pictures,
for creating a place to hang
a curtain rod or a dry erase
marker, to stick posters on
the wall and for holding
up book shelves. They
c a n mou nt a nd remou nt
leaving no surface damage.
I ndependent ly some ca n
hold up to 10 pounds, and
Command, the company who
produces them, continues to
Katie Parham / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
make new shapes and sizes
to accommodate even more Targe offers command hooks at reasonably low prices.
possibilities.

4.

M i n imantle bedpost
shelf — The Container

full of unnecessary excess as the
genres it seeks to blow apart.
It is ultimately the individual
performances and the way each
actor enacts a specific brand of
Hollywood cliché that make the
fi lm so consistently funny.

Katie Parham / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Dryer Balls are available at
Bed, Bed & Beyond.

5.

CamelBak Better Water
Bottle — The Container Store, $8.99

Walking around campus, particularly during hot summer
days, it is important to stay hydrated and carrying around
your own water bottle is a great way to do so. This water
bottle from The Container Store is perfect for that purpose.
It is shatterproof, leakproof, has a wide-mouth, easy-twist
lid, a convenient loop for hanging from a backpack and is
also made of BPA-free plastic so it is healthier both for you
and the environment. Its thinner frame also makes it ideal for
slipping inside a backpack or tote bag between classes.

Courtesy of MCT Campus
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Nickelodeon plays for culture crowd
Beloved non-profit theatre
keeps doors open for fans,
appreciation for films
Rachel Allen
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The Nickelodeon Theatre
has been essent ia l to
Columbian culture for more
years than most Columbia
residents can remember. The
theater, fondly called The
Nick by its regulars, is tucked
away on the quiet corner of
Main and Pendleton streets,
within walking distance of
campus, the Capitol and some
of the most beloved coffee
shops in Columbia.
The Nick was founded in
1979 when two USC Media
A rts st udents rented t he
vintage Main street store
front.The theater has occupied
the space ever . Frustrated by
the lack of black-and-white
and classic movies shown in
Columbia, Linda O’Connor
and Carl Dav is began to
show the movies that nearby
mainstream theaters would
ne ver b o ok ; a t r ad it ion
t hat has been carried on
for the last 30 years. Upon
g raduat ion, t he st udents
turned the theater over to a
board of directors when they
moved out to California to
pursue film careers.

HAVE

The Nick stands alone as
South Carolina’s only nonprofit theater, meaning that
all profits gained from ticket
sales are reverted back into
maintenance and upkeep.
The Nickelodeon board of
directors meets every two
months to determine what
movies should be shown by
a process of rank ing and
determining the availability
of each movie. Although it is
an independent theater, Larry
Hembree, executive director
of the theater, explains that
the theater shows much more
than just “indie” movies —
featuring everything from
documentaries to foreign
fi lms. It holds an important
place in t he independent
film world, as it engineers
and hosts the Indie Grits film
festival, which showcases
independent, low budget
films from the Southeast.
What The Nick’s history
and business details fail to
convey is the charm that the
little theater holds. Seating
only 75 people for each of
two to three showings — a
matinée at 3 p.m. Wednesday,
Sat u rday and Su nday
afternoons — the intimate
showing is typically preceded
by a shor t i nt roduc t ion
presented by one of t he
staff. The windows on the
storefront exterior peek into
the lobby, while the seats
and screen are separated

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Nickelodeon Theatre offers showings of films not found at major theaters, such as classics shown here.
from view by a thick red
velvet curtain lovingly drawn
halfway across the doorway,
inv it ing pat rons to peak
into the embodiment of the
historic roots of silver screen.
The Nickelodeon
management predicts that
they will be able to move to
a new, larger location within

two years. The Fox Theater,
at 1607 Main St., houses
two screens and will triple
the seating of the Pendleton
St reet lo c at ion. O n t he
Nickelodeon Web site, www.
nickelodeon.org, Hembree
announces, “The new facility
will mean that we can bring
even more fine films and

festivals to the area, and,
equally importantly, we’ll
serve as another prominent
cultural anchor on Columbia’s
revitalized Main Street. With
a grand marquee, greater
rental opportunities and, of
course, nightly screenings
of films rarely seen outside
of much larger metropolitan

areas, our new theater will
insure that the new Main
Street no longer shuts down
at the end of the business
day.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

Columbia dining on budget

SOMETHING
TO

SAY?

WWW.DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Welcome Back!
Visit Tripp’s at 830 Harden St.
In 5 Points ❖ 254-7373
❖

Same day service. Drop off by 10am,
pick-up at 5pm Monday thru Saturday

❖

Alterations/ Repairs - Seamstress on site.

❖

Visit www.trippsfinecleaners.com for
monthly specials

Student Charge
Accounts Welcome!*

20% Off
Dry Cleaning
4 Pieces Minimum
Good only at 830 Harden St.
location ● 254-7373
Expires 12/31/08

2 for 1
Laundered Shirt
Good only at 830 Harden St.
location ● 254-7373
Expires 12/31/08

*Charge accounts must be secured with a valid major credit card.

254-7373 ● 830 Harden Street
www.trippsfinecleaners.com

Local restaurants oﬀer cheap
options for students without
sacriﬁcing variety, taste
Marin Mueller

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

big enough to share. The best thing about
Pop’s, however, is its variety. Not only do
they offer every pizza topping under the
sun, they also serve sandwiches, wings,
calzones, cheesesteaks, salads, and even
deep fried Oreos.
For anyone looking for more exotic fare,
look no further than The Pita Pit. With
a menu that’s full of both meat-stuffed
pitas and vegetarian-friendly fare, this
Mediterranean restaurant is made even
more appealing by its late-night delivery
service —as late as 4 a.m. some nights.
Hopef u l ly most st udent s won’t be
confined to their dorms studying every
n ight, and when it’s t ime to get out,
Columbia has plenty of options that even
the most budget-restricted student can
afford. With some of the tastiest and most
affordable Japanese food in Columbia,
Grilled Teriyaki has always been a favorite
among students. With everything from
tempura to Hibachi steak to sushi, which
is far better than anything the Russell
House has to offer, Grilled Teriyaki fits
the bill for Asian cuisine.
The best variety of food in Columbia,
however, u nquest ionably comes f rom
Gervais and Vine, a tapas bar located in the
Vista. The dishes are petite and made to be
shared, but are of an unforgettable quality
despite their small size. A ll in all, the
restaurant is defi nitely one of the classiest
places to go eat in its price-range.
After paying for tuition, room,board
and textbooks, each student’s wallet is
considerably lighter, but Columbia is full
of restaurants that appeal to students’
appetites, wallets and taste buds. With
delicious options every where, no USC
st udent w ill ever have a reason to go
hungry while waiting for Chicken Finger
Wednesday to come around.

The start of classes has made two things
clear: students at USC are hungry for an
education, and they are even hungrier for
good food. After all, man cannot live on
Grand Marketplace food alone. Luckily,
there are a number of eateries that cater
to the needs of USC students, as well as
their typically limited budgets. So whether
you’re looking for the best falafel that can
be delivered straight to your door after 10
p.m., or a restaurant suitable for both date
night and your wallet, Columbia certainly
has an answer. Thanks to the expertise of
a number of our hungry peers and the help
of www.CockyMenus.com, there’s little
reason for students to starve.
While classes have barely begun, the
once-elusive late-n ight st udy session
w ill soon be a commonplace act iv it y.
Thankfully, with a cell phone and a little
extra cash, anyone can order the sustenance
to get them through the wee hours. The
most popular by far is Beezer’s Gourmet
Sandwich Shop, located on Sumter Street.
Not on ly is Beezer’s w it h i n wa l k i ng
distance from most on-campus dorms, but
it is also open until 3 a.m. on weeknights
(4 a.m. Fridays and Saturdays) and delivers
almost equally late. The mouth-watering
and sizable sandwiches deliver a gourmet
taste, with a decidedly non-gourmet price,
in the neighborhood of $4.
If sandwiches aren’t sat isf y ing your
c r a v i n g s , t h e n Po p’s N.Y. P i z z a i s
g uaranteed to sat iate ever yone. Wit h
delivery as late as 3:30 a.m., Pop’s pizzas
seem like they’re almost always available Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
and, described as colossal, they’re definitely sc.edu

The Daily Gamecock ● FRIDAY, AUGUST 22, 2008

13

The Scene

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

@

USC

The Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock
TODAY
MARRY A THIEF, THE DECADE, DIVIDED BY
FRIDAY
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $7 under

CAROLINA AFTER DARK
Russell House
10 p.m., free
H A R O L D A N D K UM A R E S C A P E F R O M
GUANTANAMO BAY
Russell House Theater
6 p.m., free

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

TOMORROW
SYVELLE NEWTON, SEVEN MILE SCREAM,
JOE TUCKER AND THE CLASS OF 99 ½
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.
7 p.m., $20

SPEED RACER
Russell House Theater
9 p.m., free
HOT LAVA MONSTER, THE FIRE TONIGHT,
THE TRANSMISSION FIELDS
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.
8 p.m., $5

BRICK LANE
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.
6 p.m. and 8:15 p.m., $6.50

HOROSCOPES

8/22/08

1234567890-=
ARIES You’re entering
a ver y bu s y ph a s e. No
worries. It’s actually going
to be fun, most of the time.
TAURUS You may
feel like a million bucks, but
you’re still practical. This
will help you keep from
falling for a silly scheme.
Have high hopes, but also
do the math.
GE M I N I Yo u’r e
enter i ng a fou r-week
domestic phase. You’re not
really hiding out; you’re
getting energized. You’re
not lazy, you’re resting. And
enjoying your home.
C A NCER You can
clearly see what will work
and what will fail. Stick
w it h t he pract ical plan.
Don’t waste your time on
unsubstantiated fantasies.
L E O Considering
your responsibilities, it’ll

be good to bring in a little
mor e mo ne y. R e a s s u r e
your partner that you can
do so without stressing the
relationship.
VIRGO You’ll have
the advantage for the next
four weeks, although there
will be challenges. It ought
to b e ver y i ntere st i ng,
actually. Make a list of what
you’ll accomplish.
LIBR A You can be a
very practical person, if you
put your mind to it. You
don’t have to tell anybody,
though. Let them think you
have fabulous wealth.
SCORPIO With you
in the driver’s seat, the goals
get accomplished sooner.
The whole team is happier,
k n o w i n g w h a t t h e y ’r e
supposed to do and what is
not allowed. You leave no
room for doubt.

SAGIT TA R IUS

W hen you’re in charge,
you have to make sure the
job gets done. You don’t
necessarily have to do it.

C A PR ICOR N

Don’t wor r y ab out t he
costs; go ahead and splurge.
Special t ime spent w it h
loved ones justifies a special
treat. Get the strawberry
and rocky road as well as
vanilla!
AQUARIUS For the
next four weeks, accuracy
is requ ired. O verlook a
detail and it’ll be pointed
out to you. You’ll even be
reminded of what you said
before. Keep your numbers
and your stories straight.
P I S C E S Ignore
whatever it was that you’ve
been worried about. Let
somebody else handle that,
for now. Concentrate on
what you’re doing well, and
go for mastery.

ACROSS
1 On the peak of
5 Fireﬁghter's sprayer
9 Truman's birthplace
14 Theater section
15 Splice ﬁlm
16 Balbo or Calvino
17 City horse-to-be?
19 Canonical hour
20 Printing guide
21 Serving no purpose
23 "Nana" writer
25 Ring above the collar?
26 Some roof ends
30 Winter Palace ruler
32 To's partner
35 Gold
36 Have on
37 Not many
DOWN

38 Destroyer escort

8/22/08

1 2 3 4

for 8/21/08

Solutions from 8/21/08

40 Sporting dog

1 Money for mendi-

42 Lose vitality

cants

43 Arab garments

2 Perfectly

45 Empirical philoso-

3 Fairy-tale ﬁend

pher

4 Hammer part

46 Corner pipe

5 Greek sun god

47 Spy Alger

6 Nancy of "Access

48 Least nuts?

Hollywood"

49 Alternative to etc.

7 Command to Cujo

51 Smear

8 Caesar's penulti-

53 Contrary

mate words

56 Strive to copy

9 Narrow and elon-

61 Garbo of ﬁlms

gated

62 Equestrian leather

10 Coral isle

33 Stinks

ows"

worker?

11 Stable stall?

34 Little hooter

53 Turkish title

64 Filaments

12 Lagers' cousins

36 Spider traps

54 Dang!

65 Rod between

13 Flag fabricator

37 Soon

55 Periods of

wheels

18 Itchy skin woe

39 Follows

note

66 In __ veritas

22 Acute

41 Call to arms

57 Wash

67 "__ Shrugged"

24 Had dinner

44 Pompous fool

58 Related

68 Ride thermals

26 Faux pas

47 Really bother

59 Look after

69 Novelist Shusaku

27 Of the ear

48 Gordon _____, aka

60 End of a switch?

28 Horse's blinders?

Sting

63

29 Racing sled

50 Aquarium favorite

31 Lip

52 Goldoni of "Shad-

Outer: pref.
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Harder, better, faster, stronger
Brettschneider ready
for another successful
season on the field
Drew Lattier

STAFF WRITER

R

BLAKE BRETTSCHNE

IDE

This time last year, Blake Brettschneider
was attending his first classes, just like most
typical freshman would. What wasn’t so
typical about the Lilburn, Ga., native was
that he had the shoes of a Division I
soccer player to fill.
A st a ndout at h lete com i ng
f rom Park v iew H igh School,
Br e t t s c h ne ide r e nt e r e d t he
2007 season eager to play at the
collegiate level. For as big of an
adjustment that it is to transition
between high school and
college soccer, the
athletic freshman
made it look
easy.
His first
collegiate
goal was
t he gamewinning
shot in an
overtime
victor y
o v e r
archrival
Clemson.
T h e
forward
went on
to st a r t a l l 19
games that season
and was named to
the Conference USA
All-Freshman team.
“ Fre sh m a n yea r
went very well for me,”
Br e t t s c h ne id e r s a id .
“Coming in as a freshman
is a learning experience
where everything is new, but
I
think by the
end

prepare,
you don’t
come in to
the season
in shape and
y o u wo n’t
win.”
Although
young, the USC
men’s soccer team
comes i nto t h is
season returning the
majority of those that
played last year. Joining
Brettschneider on the
field will be many other
talented players. Having a
depth of quality players will
major advantage for Carolina
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Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu

NTEIRO

TH E DA ILY
Juan Blas /

MO

be a
this season.
“When people get tired, it’s a really big
benefit to have players come off the bench
that can have a positive influence on the
game,” he said. “This year we’ll have a
lot of
that because there is
good competition
com
for every position.”
Th is year for
the men
men’s soccer
team, one
t hing
o
is evident:
there
evide
are plent y of
players that have
a dedicated
work ethic
and ar
are driven
to succeed.
A nd w it hout
question,
Brettschneider
Brett
is one
on of those
players.
playe

plans to play professionally, and like
her enthusiasm, her ambition knows no
bounds; she wants to be mentioned in the
same breath as another Brazilian: two-time
defending World Footballer of the Year and
World Cup Golden Ball winner Marta.
“I don’t want to be like Marta, I wouldn’t
Michael Baumann
say
that. I’ve played against her, and that
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
was a great opportunity to get to know
her better,” Monteiro said. “I don’t want
to be like her, but I want to have the same
On the surface, it’s hard not to feel bad for
abilities.”
Danila Monteiro. Not only is she the lone
Despite her desire to play professionally,
senior on the USC women’s soccer team
Monteiro is not ruling out staying in the
a nd t he on lyy
game in another
capacity.
ano
player born
“ I w a nt t o t r y
outside North
rth
my best to play
A merica, but
professional
soccer.
p
Monteiro has
IIf it’s not on, it’s not
spent much of
on, and I guess I’ll
o
her collegiate
ate
be a coach. I love to
b
c a r e e r
coach young players
co
overcom i ng
and I’ve played soccer
an
injuries,
for 15 years, so I have
fo
including
experience enough to
ex
an ACL
do t hat,” Monteiro
tear that
said. “We have camps
sai
e nde d l a s t
and we work with little
sea son forr
kids. I love kids, so for
kid
the pocketme it’s great for me to
s i z e d
be around them doing
at t ack i ng
what they love to do
wha
midfielder.
and I love to do too.”
S h e
M o n t e i r o ’ s
doesn’t
enthusiasm for younger
enth
seem too
player s a nd ef f u sive
play
u p s e t
per ssona l it y ma sk a n
about it.
i nt e n s e c o m p e t it i v e
“I don’t
spirit that requires a little
b e l i e v e Da
Courtesy of US
nila Monteiro
closer look — at the scars
C Media Relation
scored seven
s
that I’ve
goals last sea
rom her su rger y, for
f
son.
b e e n
instance — to discover.
through so many
“ I c a me f rom t h ree
injuries and t hings and I’m st ill up,”
different injuries—every spring I had a
Monteiro said. “It seems like nothing can
different one. That was sad at the end of last
put me down. I’m getting stronger and
year,” Monteiro said. “The last game I had
stronger every day.”
to sit down. That put me down, but I had to
In her fi rst season with the Gamecocks
be there for the team.”
after transferring from Young Harris Junior
Those injuries don’t deter her from going
College in Georgia, the Sao Paulo, Brazil
all-out every play.
native scored seven goals and registered
“I’m going 100 percent. I work for it,”
three assists in 19 games before injuring
Monteiro said. “My teammates support me,
her knee. This season, Monteiro is healthy
and if I’m going to get hurt I’m going to
again and has a new challenge to face:
get hurt, and I think we have the people to
leadership.
replace me if I get hurt.”
Monteiro is one of three co-captains,
The bubbly Brazilian has even learned to
along with junior midfielder Kim Miller and
laugh at the injuries that have shaped and,
junior defender Blakely Mattern. According
to a certain extent, defi ned her collegiate
to Monteiro, the arrangement is working
career. She offered that maybe it would
out extremely well.
be best for her to get hurt again early
“We, all three, have different personalities,
this season; that way, she could apply for
me, Miller and Blakely, and we
a medical redshirt and stay at USC for
work really well together,”
another season.
Monteiro said. “We have
“It’s been a pleasure to play here, as
all different ideas and
a recruit I was scared. I didn’t know
m i nd s ... Bla kely ’s
anybody,” Monteiro said, “but now
more calm, so whatever
I wish I had one more year. I really
she says, people pay
almost cry every night.”
more attention. Kim’s
Adjust ing to life in a dif ferent
more vocal. I play a lot
country is certainly challenging, but
— I’m more of a [joker].
Monteiro has learned to fit right
I think there’s a time for
in; she has the showdown with
everything, that’s why we
in-state rivals Clemson firmly
complete each other.”
in her mind, as well as the
Monteiro enjoys her
season finale with powerhouse
leadersh ip role, a nd
F lor id a . A l l i n a l l , t he
having two co-captains
girl from Sao Paulo now
to lean on allows her to let
can’t say enough about
her inner child out.
her adopted home and
“Being arou nd
appreciates the unique
t h e s e
1 4
oppor t u n it y to play
f resh men, I’m
soccer and go to school at
in the position
the same time — in Brazil,
w he r e I ’m t he
this is not always possible
most immature,” Monteiro said.
for young players.
“Because I play around, I joke
“This is my dream, so
around and they’re like, ‘Is
I’m here, I love being
that our captain?’“
here. I heard about
The three co-captains
t he Gamecocks
a re t r y i ng to lead
and right when I
USC, which enjoyed
transferred I was
u nprecedented
l i k e ‘ Wo w, m y
success last year
dream came true,’”
but was picked
M o nt e i r o s a i d .
to finish
“ It ’s c o mple t e l y
fourt h in
t h e
different to come from
SEC East
in the
Brazil, to come from
preseason
coaches’ poll,
high school, then
to even
greater heights.
junior college,
Mo nt e i r o , w ho
then to have
won a
n at io n a l j u n io r
a
b i g
c ol leg e
championsh ip at
impact
Yo u n g
Harris in 2006, is
as a D-I, but I
not at
a l l ba sh f u l ab out
think I did a good
stating her ambitions
job.”
for the team.
L iv i ng t hou s a nd s of
“The team has a
miles from home, trying to
g o a l t o w i n t he SE C
lead a young team to a title
cha mpionsh ip. I rea l ly
against overwhelming odds
want to be there and win
and constantly battling injury
a title,” Monteiro said. “I
is supposed to be difficult.
saw [the coaches’ poll], but I
Don’t tell Danila Monteiro.
think we have a talented and
She’s having the time of her life.
strong team. If they think we’re
fourth, that’s great — we have to prove that
we can be first.”
Her own personal goals are no less C o m m e n t s o n t h i s s t o r y ? E - m a i l
impressive. When she graduates, Monteiro gamecocksportspage@sc.edu

Monteiro, lone senior, overcomes injury,
prepares to take on leading role in
pursuit of SEC championship

D A N I LA

of
the season I was
comfortable with our system.”
Mak ing such a smoot h
adjustment to college athletics is
a tough task, and Brettschneider credits the
ease in transition to positive support from a
myriad of people.
“I had a lot of people that I could go to if
I had questions, or people that could help
me along the way,” he said. “My parents
were always there for me and I had great
coaches.”
While in high school, Brettschneider
looked up to older, more experienced
players for advice on success in soccer at
the next level. One of those players was Jeff
Scannella, a standout player on this year’s
squad. The two played club-level soccer
together at a younger age, and when the
year-older Scannella went on
to USC

a nd had t remendous
success, he was able
to help h i s f ut u re
t e a m m at e d o t he
same.
On top of playing
extremely well on the
field, Brettschneider
has been able to do just
as well in the classroom.
As a freshman, the public relations
student was selected to both the SEC and
C-USA Academic Honor Roll.
“As much as I’d love to have more free
time, I love playing soccer and keeping
your grades up is something you
have to do in order to do that,”
Brettschneider said. “If you put the
time in off the field and you put
the time in on the field, it’s almost
impossible not to be successful.”
Gearing up for this upcoming
season, the rising sophomore played
for the Atlanta Silverbacks,
a s u m mer leag ue soccer
team for college athletes.
In addition to keeping him
in great shape, the league
gave Brettschneider good
compet it ion du r i ng t he
summer months.
Most of the
C a r o l i n a
soccer team
part icipated in
summer leagues
t h rou ghout t he
country, and returned
in top shape to jump start the
team’s season.
“I think we are all dedicated
and we worked very hard
i n t h e s u m m e r.”
Bret tsch neider
said of his
teammates.
“If you
don’t
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AP Poll rewind: What they got wrong
Teams overrated,
snubbed by voters
in preseason rankings
Chris Cox

STAFF WRITER

Before I share my review
of the preseason AP Top 25
college football poll, I feel
I must offer a disclaimer.
Despite the fact that I fully
intend on ripping this list
to shreds, I have to cast my
vote that there shouldn’t
even be a top 25 poll until
at least t he f irst week of
October.
There is merely no way
t hat a nyone ca n judge
who t he best teams w ill
b e . Wo u l d L S U h a v e
even got ten to t he BCS
Championship game last
s e a s o n h ad it not b e e n
for a top three preseason
ranking? Doubtful.
Would any of the top 25
teams that were upset week
after week last season even
be in the position to be socalled “upset” had there not
been a preseason top 25?
Heck no.
Wo r d o f a d v i c e t o
members of the Associated
Press football poll: g ive
the season time to sort out
the strong from the weak.
It will make you look less
stupid, which we all know is
hard enough as it is.
With that said, let’s crush
this ridiculous list.
W h at b et t er pl ac e t o
b e g i n t h a n at t he t o p?
Georgia at No. 1? Give
me a break. I guess the “G”
on their helmets stand for
“gimmick” now. You can
thank Boise State for this
ranking. Had the boys in
blue not upset Oklahoma
t wo sea son s ago, wou ld
Hawaii have been given as
much of a chance last season
against the ‘Dawgs in the
Sugar Bowl? Hardly. So,
with Georgia’s dismantling
of t he Wa r r iors back i n
January, coupled with those
lovely black jerseys (st ill
tr ying to figure that one
out), UGA sits pretty atop
the poll.
Lest we forget that Richt’s
boys face one of the toughest
schedules in the countr y,
lost arg uably t heir most
talented offensive lineman at
the most important position
and they have more guys in
handcuffs than at a fi lming
of “To Catch a Predator.”
If a nyone shou ld be
No. 1 it should be Oh io
State, who current ly sits
second. The Buckeyes play
in a weak conference that
they’re almost assured to
r u n t h rough a nd ret u r n
prac t ica l ly t he ent i re
starting lineup that lost only
twice a season ago. It has
nothing to do with whether
the Buckeyes are the best
team or not, but rather that
they stand the most likely

cha nce of ret a i n i ng t he
ranking.
W hat about Florida at
No .5? A re you k idd i ng
me? Whenever Tim Tebow,
who now performs triple
by passes on g a meday at
Ben-Hill Griffin Stadium,
decides to finally lead his
team to a fourt h quarter
comeback, or improve upon
his record of 1-4 as a starter
against top 25 teams, then
I’ll reconsider.
Howe v e r, m y b i g g e s t
beef comes with Clemson
c o m i n g i n n i nt h . T h i s
ranking further proves the
media’s fascination with skill
position players. Clemson
coach Tommy Bowden said
it himself a few weeks ago
in an inter v iew w it h t he
local media.
Fo r g e t t h e f a c t t h a t
t he Tigers car r y a sol id
backfield and a servicable
receiver in A aron Kelly.
W henever you have to
replace four of five starting
of fensive l i nemen, you r
team is more t han likely
going to struggle in both
protecting the quarterback
and opening up holes for
your running backs.
Did I ment ion t hat
Clemson also has to
replace all three starting
linebackers from a season
ago? Or that Bowden has to
replace preseason All-ACC
defensive tack le Rashaad
Jackson for at least half the
season? A nd t hat it lost
NFL fi rst-round pick Philip
Merling?
Oh, how could I forget?
It ’s t he A t l a nt ic C o a s t
Conference. It doesn’t take
much to win over there.

Gerry Broome The Associated Press

Some say Clemson’s No. 9 ranking may be a bit high.
Coach Tommy Bowden looks to prove the voters right.
Rob Carr The Associated Press

How about Texas coming
in at No. 11? The Longhorns
lost go-to r u n n i ng back
Jamaal Charles, who rushed
for over 1,600 yards and
18 touc hdow n s , a nd it s
top two receivers in Nate
Jones and Quan Cosby, who
combined to reel in over
1,400 receiving yards and 10
touchdowns. Couple that
with a quarterback in Colt
McCoy who is still trying
to peer over the shadow that
is Vince Young, and a brand
new defensive coordinator
in Will Muschamp and you
have a team destined for a
seven to nine win season.
W h ile we’re i n Texas,
let’s talk about No. 12 Texas
Tech. Call me when t he
Red Raiders fi nd a defense
or decide that they want to
be consistently competitive

agai nst t he dau nt i ng
d iv ision t h at is t he Big
12 South, which features
p e r e n n i a l p o w e r ho u s e s
Texas and Oklahoma.
Going back to the eastern
seaboard, I have to question
Pittsburgh rou nding out
the list at 25. I don’t care
that the Panthers are barely
in it, they shouldn’t even
be allowed to sniff this list.
Whenever Dave Wannstedt
decides t hat he wants to
s t a r t c o ac h i n g f o ot b a l l
again instead of sitting on
the sideline in a doze, we
can rehash this argument.
Yes, I know they feature
one of the up-and-coming
running backs in the nation
in sophomore LeSean
McCoy, but is he going to
play all 22 positions? The
Panthers have about as much
talent as a Brett Michaels’s
cover band and their offense
is about as exciting as an
episode of “The Hills.”
A s fa r as u nder rated
teams go, look for No. 17

Georgia is perched atop the national rankings, but will
they raise their arms in victory at the end of the season?
Virginia Tech to creep up
the rankings as the season
progresses. They return two
experienced quarterbacks
in Tyrod Taylor and Sean
Glennon and feature a Hokie
defense that is consistently
impressive under t he
t utelage of co ord i n ator
Bud Foster. The Hok ies
play in an incredibly weak
div ision and should f ind
themselves in Jacksonville

come December.
Finally, I don’t know who
they are, but I hope whoever
has access to people who
voted for these teams fi nds
the two fools who voted for
Notre Dame and slaps them
in the face.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
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Fall games to watch, week by week
Gamecock sports editor lines up fall football matchups
you do not want to miss
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR

Week Six: No. 13 Wisconsin vs. No. 2 Ohio State

Week One: No. 24 Alabama vs. No. 9 Clemson
If this game was up for a senior superlative in high school,
it would be something to the effect of “Game Featuring Two
Teams Most Likely to End the Season Ranked Lower than
They are Now.” With Alabama playing in the ever-jumbled
SEC West and Clemson perfecting the art of choking, this
just might be as high as either of these teams make it in the
rankings. The Tigers’ offensive firepower will be too much
for coach Nick Saban’s Crimson Tide.

Week Two: No. 5 Florida vs. Miami (FL)
Michael E. Palmer The Associated Press

Alabama squares off against Clemson in Week One.
Coach Nick Saban looks to score the first upset of the year.

Miami coach Randy Shannon is trying to resurrect the
once-proud (if that’s the word you want to use) Hurricane
program. If the Canes want to prove that they are back on
the national scene they have to at least give Florida a game.
The only thing UM has going against it is name recognition.
Miami’s quarterback: Kyle “He Hasn’t Graduated Yet?”
Wright. Florida’s quarterback: Tim “Future Time Magazine
Person of the Year” Tebow. Wait — Miami has a lot going
against it, Florida rolls.

Week Three: No. 3 Southern California vs. No. 2 Ohio State
Ohio State is ready to make another undeserved appearance
in the BCS Championship. Southern Cal is desperate to do
anything they can to keep from being shoved into the Rose
Bowl yet again. This game will most likely decide one half of
the Championship game sideline. After this game ends, the
two teams play a combined five ranked opponents. Look out
for Southern Cal to beat Ohio State and roll through the rest
of its schedule.

Tim Sharp The Associated Press

DeMarco Murray’s Oklahoma faces Texas Week Seven.

Week Four: No. 10 Auburn vs. No. 7 LSU
The SEC West is up in the air this year, possibly more than
ever before. Auburn and LSU are certainly the front-runners
but Alabama just might make a bid for the division title.
Considering both of these teams play Georgia and LSU still
has Florida on their schedule this game is of utter importance
in the race for the SEC West crown. Watch out for a defensive
slugfest that will see LSU coming out on top for the lead in
the division.

Week Five: No. 22 Penn State vs. No. 20 Illinois
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Week Five is possibly the
slowest week of the season
when it comes to big game
potential. However, since
Ohio State will watch its
national title hopes slip away
to Southern Cal this game
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Wisconsin is the team to finally challenge Ohio State’s
stranglehold on the Big Ten and its BCS bid. If Wisconsin can
win this game then it may finally be a changing of the guard
in the Midwest. However, if the Buckeyes can recover from
their loss to the Trojans and win this game, then it just might
be the lift they need to pull out the Big Ten title again. Ohio
State will squeak by in overtime and make another run at the
BCS Championship, much to the dismay of ... everyone.

Week Seven: No. 4 Oklahoma vs. No. 11 Texas
The Red River Shootout is one of those games that always
seems to decide a BCS contender, last year being the exception
to the rule. This is a duel between prodigy quarterbacks
in OU’s Sam Bradford and Texas’ Colt McCoy. Although
McCoy wins the name battle, Bradford and company have
just too much talent on the field for the fallen Longhorns. The
Sooners capture the game and, most likely, the Big 12 title.

Week Eight: No. 11 Texas vs. No. 6 Missouri
The week after its toughest game of the season Texas has to
pick up the pieces and face a talented Missouri team. Mizzou
returns Chase Daniel at quarterback. Daniel is possibly the
only player in college football with enough grit to challenge
Tebow for the Heisman. With Daniel at the helm for the third
straight year Missouri is one of the most experienced offenses
in football. The Tigers become Texas’ second straight loss and
the beginning of the end of the Mack Brown era.

Week Nine: No. 8 West Virginia vs. No. 10 Auburn
West Virginia and Auburn meet in what potentially will be
the biggest Thursday night game of the season. By the time
week nine rolls around Auburn will have fully implemented its
spread offense. Auburn’s sophomore quarterback Kodi Burns
may be the next Pat White but WVU’s defense is nowhere
near Auburn’s. Auburn makes a case for an at large BCS bid
with an upset win in Morgantown.

Week 10: No. 5 Florida vs. No. 1 Georgia
At this point in the season both of these teams have a solid
chance to be undefeated. If that is the case, they could enter
the game ranked No. 1 and 2. If that is the case, then the
winner of this game may begin booking flights to Pasadena
for the BCS title game and the losing team’s fans may burn
Jacksonville to the ground. The World’s Largest Outdoor
Cocktail Party has never had so much meaning. Florida coach
Urban Meyer will return the favor Georgia coach Mark Richt
paid him last year by ending the Dawgs’ national title run.

Week 11: No. 18 Tennessee vs. No. 22 Alabama
Tennessee coach Phil Fulmer was subpoenaed at SEC Media
Days this offseason for ratting out Alabama to the NCAA. It
would not be surprising to see some rabid Tennessee fans
react with something similar when the Tide come into town.
With all the media distractions and the fact the Tennessee
has more talent the Volunteers will beat Alabama in the most
underrated rivalry in the SEC.

Week 12: No. 10 Auburn vs. No. 1 Georgia

Call me for HELP!
Hale Chiles • 772.3122

may decide one of the challengers for the Big Ten title. Ever
since being fired from Florida, Ron Zook has been on a
mission to bring the Illini to national prominence and show
the impatient Gator faithful what they missed out on. This
game will be one step in the right direction for Illinois.

A+ Rated Carrier

Georgia fans and players will still be reeling from their loss
in the Cocktail Party and Auburn will still be flying high after
a win at West Virginia. This game will be close, a lot closer
than most will expect but Richt and company pull it together.
Auburn’s spread offense won’t have seen a defense like UGA’s
and the Dawgs will be too much for Auburn.

Week 13: No. 4 Oklahoma vs. No. 12 Texas Tech
By this point Oklahoma is on a roll towards the national
title game. Texas Tech is not even a speed bump on the way
there. The Raiders’ offense has never had much success in big
games and this will be no exception. The Sooners will put the
clamps on and make their way to the Big 12 title game.

Week 14: No. 22 Alabama vs.
No. 10 Auburn
The Iron Bowl is always
the game of the week and
this year will be no exception.
Even though all that will be
on the line for the teams is
pride the coaches will both
be fighting for something
more. Considering losses
t o C le m s o n , Te n n e s s e e
and LSU, Nick Saban will
be encou nter i ng some
opposition from Tuscaloosa
and if Auburn coach Tommy
Tuberville doesn’t continue
his dominance of the Tide
this could be the beginning
of the end of his tenure at
Auburn.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu

